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NO[CS on

“The Finished Mystery ™

In response to the request of a considerable number of
the friends in Queensland and New South Wales during my
recent tour of those parts, I have consented w supply them
with copies of my notes on “The Finished Mystery'—the so-
called “7th Volume"” of Pastor Russell's Studies in the Scrip-
tures, and other matters related thereto. As these are
rather too copious to permit of their being type-written as [
had intended, I have decided to put them in printed form,
and am taking the opportunity of adding a few further
thoughts which may be helpful to some.

My thought in visiting the friends in the other States in
connection with these matters, and publishing these notes, is
thar, ‘ognising the Lord's people, wherever they may be,
as !l members of ‘the One Body, whether known or
1 to cach other personally, we should each he as
10 serve those members who are unknown to us, as
with whom we are personally acquainted, if the Lord
provides the opportunity.

The work under eonsideration, “The FIinished Mysiery,”
comes to us sinceé Pastor Russell's death, purporting to be
“new light,” a further unfolding of the truth, and in his
name.

Many of the Lord's people, because of the peculiar cir-
cumstances in which it has come out, and the claims which
have been made for it, are experiencing a difficulty in deter-
mining whether it is ‘“new light" or not. They rec ¢z
an altogether different spirit pervading it from that mani-
fested in the six volumes of Dro. Russell's Studies, a spirit
which they “do not like, which does mnot appear to be the
spirit. of Christ, the spirit of love, and yet they cannot lay
their finger on anything specially wrong in the teachings—
the interpretations of the volume; and are consequently
inclined, either to accept it for the sake of the good which
they see in i, or else to let it go as a matter of no wvital
importance,
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It is with a view to helping such as these, and to assist-
irg them to recognise the true character of the volume,
that 1 am presenting the thoughts herein.

1 propose to deal briefly—I1st, with the claim that this

lume 1s Pastor Russell's 7th Vol of Studies in the Scrip-
tures; 2nd, with the subject matter of the volume uself, and
drd, with the relationship of the Lord's people to The
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, and the claim that it is
the same channel which the Lord has been using throughout
the Harvest Period for bringing the “Meat in due segson” to
iis people.

In presenting these thoughts to you, I give them simply as my
own yiews on the matter, leaving each one to ‘weigh their
value in his own mind with the help of the Lard, remembering
that the responsibility for his decision rests with himself in-
dnhfu&]]}'-

“THE FINISHED MYSTERY" A POSTHUMOUS
WORK?

In dealing with the first point, I would point out that the
volume has been sent out under false.colors, untruthfully claim-
ing to be a posthumous work of Pastor Russell, which, as a
matter of fact, it 1s not in any sense of the word.

1 believe there has been no intentional deceit in this, but the
claim nevertheless i1s a false one, and we cannot think that the
Lord would find it nécessary to resort to a subterfuge to get
out any fresh light that He might have for His people,

I believe the brethren who have written this book have bLeen
overborne by an undue appreciation of their own interpretations
and eagerness to get them abroad, and thus have fallen a ready
prey to the wiles of the great Adversary. Had the book come
out in its own pame, it would have had but an insignificant
circulation; but with Pastor Russell's name attached as the
Author, It was sure of an enormous circulation. Viewing the
matter as they did, they have apparently argued themselves into
the belicf that the end justified the means used; and have en-
deavored to _jastiiy themselves in doing so by specious sophistries,
which, however, have only to be looked fairly in the face for
their fallacy to be clearly seen.

The following is extracted from a Tract, entitled “The Fall
of Babylon" which has been circulated broadcast largely with
a view to advertsing the volume:

(Page 1) “The following article is extracted mainly from
Pastor Russell’s posthumous volume, entitled ‘The Finished

Pastor-Russell.com



http://www.pastor-russell.com
mine
Highlight


(c) 2001-2006 Pastor-Russell.com

Notes on TuE “Finismep Mystery” 3

Mystery'—the 7th of the series of his Studies in the Serip-
tures, and published subsequent to his death. Pastor Russell
held the distincticn of being the most fearless and powerful
writer of modern times on ecclesiastical subjectss Im this
posthumous volume, which is called ‘His Last Legacy to the
Christians of Earth,” is found a thorough exposition of every
verse in the entire book of Revelation, and also an elucidation
of the obscure prophecy of Ezekiel.”

(Page 3): “We give here a few extracts from the words
of the prophet Ezekiel, and comments thereon taken from
Pastor Russell's last message to the Church and to the world.
We strongly urge that every Christian person, every order-
loving man and woman, carefully read these prophetic state-
ments and comments, as fully set forth in Vols. 4 and 7 of his
Studies in the Scriptures elsewhere announced.”

In both of these extracts it will be noticed that it is distinctly
claimed, and sent forth to the world without any qualification
whatever, that this so-called “7th Vol." was written and left
by Pastor Russell to be published as his message to the Church
and the world; and distinctly declaréd that he left it as a legacy
to the Christians of earth,

With reference to the word “Posthumous,” I have examined
a farce number of dictionaries, some of them standard works,
and these all concur dn defining a posthumous work as being a
work, the manuscripts of which were written by the alleged
author, and published for the first time affer his death.

Now all of Pastor Russell's writings appearing in this book
were published befdre ‘his death. It is therefore not correct to
call it, in any sense of the word, a “posthumons” work of Pastor
Russell. i

That this is not a posthumous work of Pastor Russell is shown
in the “explanatory note” to the volume, where it is stated that
“it includes extracts from the Pastor's pen, all of which are
referred back to his works.” ]

That Pastor Russell did not write this book is further shown
by the statements on page 6, where we are told that Bro, Fisher
“made @ caréful and prayerful study of the book af Ezekiel,”
and as a result of this he and not Pastor Russell wwrofe the
Commentary on Ezekiel. Also that “Bro, Woodworth with the
key which Bro. Russell , . . had placed in his hands . . .
has been enabled to bring together everything that Bre. Russell
wrote on Revelation, and to explain and harmonis " the other
parts of that book with the Divine Flan; also to treat similarly

Song of So .
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Thus the Commentary on Revelation and the Song of Solo-
mon is shown to have been writien by Bro. Woodworth awith
the aid of what Dro. Russell h:xd written,

In this connection it might be mentioned that the Commentary
on the Song of Selomon was written by Bro. [Voodworth aind
placed in Bro. Russcll's hands several years before the latler's
death.

fro. Russell had it put away in Iiis desk, and after lig death
Bro. Woodworth asked for the MSS. of it to be returned to
him, and afterwards incorporated it in the so=called #7th Vol
and had it r-::] lished as a part of Pastor Russell's alleged “leg
to the Christians of earth.”!

That these C taries on lizekiel and Wevelation were
written by then 1 not by Pustor Russcll, is shown further
Vol, where we are ‘told that “while both
r in the > city, they have werked separate and apart
from each other, not even comparing notes, The rcader will be
able to judge how fully the work oi each harmonizes with that
of the other, and with the Divine Plan, thus giving further
evidence of the Lord's direction in the matter.”

Ii these were the work of Pastor Russell why call attention
to the v between the two, since it would, in that
case, simply be a matter of arranging and publishing his MSS,
And in such an event we would naturally expect them to har-
nise 4as l‘L}E!:;_,' the werk of the one individual. The alove
ment shows, howdver, that the commentaries were the work

weged rarmoen

of rwo separate individuals, and neither of them the one who is
alleged to be their author.

Further: On page 154 we are told that the angel of Rev. 3:13
was “One of Pastor Russell's humble followers” who “appre-
hended correctly the sivmificance of the three woes” (interpreted

by to be, "Mcthodism,” “The Evangelical Alliance,” and
“The Seven Volumes of Scripture St 5"): and we are told
on page 160 that it was 1]10 iscovery r;f Methodism as the first
woe (ie, by thig ' ffl!'.!mur of Pastor Russell, not by
Pastor Russell himsel -') that led to an identificatlon of the four
movements of the Reformation, which preceded it

Thus w= have Bro. Woodwaorth's distinct statement that none
of these interpretations of Chapters 8 and 9 of Revelation
(which are those which deal with the subjects thus interpreted)
are Pastors Russell's, bt another's (presumably his own).

The volume again is claimed to be a posthumous work of
Pastor Russell, because interpreted "with the key” which Pastor
Russell had placed in Bro. Woodworth's hands
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If this principle were admissible, then on the same grounds,
any book written by any person after Bro. Russell's death, along
the lines of Present Truth, might with equal justice claim to be
his posthumons work, since we have all received what knowl-
edge of Present Truth we possess through him and would there-
fore, in the same sense, be using the “key” he had plaged in our
hands. The claim, however, only needs thus to be carried out to
its logical conclusion for its fallacy to be manifest.

But supposing for a moment that this might give it such a
claim, the question then arises: Have Pastor Russell's interpre-
tations been followed?

To this we reply that in many cases they have not. On the
contrary, entirely contradictory ones are  f{requently given.
Hence, even on this ground, the claim cannat be supported.

We are told again, that it is Pastor Russell's, because it is
chiefly a compilation of things which he wrote. This statement,
however, 1s not true, ¥OR LESS THAN A QUARTER OF THE WHOLE
15 FROM Pastor Russenl's pExj and many of these quotation:
trom him are taken out of their sctiing and misapplied.

THE REAL AUTHORS OF THE BOOK

Once more, how can it be claimed that it is Pastor Russell's
posthumous work, when, according to a reliable report of the
trial, the boolk was skeletoned in 1906-7, which report is conlirmed
by Bro. Rutherford’s statement that on assuming control of the
Society at PPastor Russell's death, it was brought to his notice
that Brothers Woodworth and Fisher had good interpretations
of Ezckiel and Kevelation.

In the “Watch Tower” of Jan. 1, 1918, page 6, we read:—

“One of twa things is absolutely certain; that this is the
long-promised 7th Vol., with which the smiting is to be done,
or else there must be another one written; and since this one
contains all Bro. Russell has written upon the subject, it
would seem unreasonable to conclude that another is to be
written, since the Scriptures do not identify another messen-
ger having authority to write.”

If this latter statement is true, that “the Scriptures do not
identify another messenger having authority to write,” which
the “Watch Tower"” asserts, and which I have no doubt we will
all agree with, since we recognise Pastor Russell as the Seventh
and last messenger to the Church—why have Bros. Woodworth
and. Fisher taken upon themselves to write over and above what
he wrote?

It is claimed that Bros. Woodwoerth and Fisher prepared
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the volume under the direction of the Watch Tower Hible
and Tract Society.

This, however, is contrary to the facts. Bro. Rutherford
{on his own confession at his recent trial), while not an officer
oi the Society, obtained control immediately on Bro. Russell’s
death, and within a few weeks of this event, and before he was
clected President, gave direction for the preparation of ‘the
volume. Jt was wot submitied cither to the Directors of the
Society or to the LEditorial Committee, The first issue was paid
tor with funds outside those of the Socicty; it was copyrighted
by Dro. Rutherior! in the name o1 the People’s Pulpit Associa-
uon without the knowledge of the Dircctors of cither Society,
and it was not approved by the Watch Tower Saciety till after
Lro. Rutherford had ousted a majority of the Directors on a
supposed legal technicality and replaced them with nominees of
his own.

In view of all these 1acts, can any unbiased mind reason that
it can truthiully be called Pastor Russell's work?

It seems right that we should fdce the plain facts, and not
permit ourselves to juggle with the truth, even to support a
preconceived idea. As the Apostle says, “No le is of the truth.”

1i, then, this volume is sent forth under such false colors, how
can we expect the Lord's blessing upon it, or regard it as of
the Lord?

With so much that may be said against it, which is manifest
on the surface, it scems right and desirable in the interest of the
Lord's people to note the faet that some of the previous ex-
periences of Bro, Woodworth—the prime author of the book—
are not such as to imspire confidence in him as the Lord's
mouthpiece. We understand that since coming into the Truth
he became affected of the evil spirits, In 1908, when PBro.
Kussell brought forward “The Vow," which was the cause of
much controyersy at the time, Bro. Woodworth was violently
opposed to it, and regarded it as an indication of a desire on
Bro. Russell's part to lord it over the Church. He permitted
himself to be so worked on by his feeling in the matter that
for a short time he was brought under the influcnce of the evil
spirits; and even after recovering from this, his mind continued
for about tweo wears in an unbalanced condition on the subject;
all ‘this being the result (as he himself tells us) of too much
confidence in himsel: and his own judgment.

It was during this time that he contemplated going to the
Bible House fo take Bro, Russcll's place, alleging that the latter
had proved himself unfaithful to his trust.
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Finally, by the Lord's grace, he saw that he was all wrong,
and in the Convention Report for 1913, page 274, he gives a
touching confession of his condition, and his thankfulness that
the Lord had opened his eyes, and restored him to favor.

But while we are glad of the Brother's restoratiop”ar that
time, and we believe that he was fully forgiven byfthe Lord,
vet we are to remember that our natural fleshly disposition still
remains with us, even though our shortcomings, due to weak-
ness of the flesh, are covered by the Lord's Robe of Righteous-
ness; and at any time we are liable to give way .along thesze
lines unless constantly watchful to keep the natural disposition
under,

3ro. Woodworth is highly imaginative, and nossessed naturally
of an undue .lrprt.u jation of hlr::cit and his own ]udmm t.
Having alrcady been under spiritualistic influences, and having

a Seventh Volume already cutlined, it would appear that he
permitted his appreciation of his own interpretations to get the
upper hand, and was in consequence, just the ki ! -f man for
the Adversary's purpose at the present time. A sirong strain of

egotism runs (hrough the book, very far from the huwmility we
should cxpect in one the Lord would choose for giving any
further message to His people. There are traces of spiritualism
here and there throughout the book, and in one place the writer
confesses that only one who has hbeen through the experienc
| describe, as he does, the influence of the evil spirits on
the mind.

In view of this, there is evident need for the Lord's people
to be doubly careful in aceepting anything of this nature coming
from such a source. :

It is not surprising that Bro. Rutherford accepted the book.
A man of good spint, but naturally of an aggressive disposi-
tion, fond of dcbate and argument, and imbued .with the
thought that there was a “smiting” work to be done; when he
read the MSS, with their slashing, caustic remarks, showing up
the weaknesses of the nominal systems, and thosé connected
with them, he probably thought “this is just the thingj this will
down the systems.” This thought and spirit no doubt caused him
to overlook the necessity for a critical examination of the book;
and his fear that it would not come out in time to do the work
expected of it, caused him to withhold it from criticism by the
Directors of the Society, and the Editorial Committes, which it
should have had, and, on his own responsibility, he published it as
a production of the W.T. Society which, as a matter of fact,
it was' not,

Ld‘ll
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INTERNAL EVIDENCE THAT IT IS NOT OF THE
LORD

\While the considerations already presented are sufficient, to
my mind, to show that this volume cannot be of the lord—
though permitted by Him, without doubt, for wise reasons—an
examination of its contents confirms this belicf. Its incon-
sistencies and misinterpretations are numerous, while the foolish-
ness and irrelevancy of many of its so-called interpretations are
such as, at times, to verge almost on the blasphemous.

Take for instance page 256, Rev. 18:19, where the Revelator
uses a common Qriental figure to expreéss the distress and
1 i h will be caused by the final destruction of the
ms among those of the earth wha have profited
on with them, saying, “And they cast dust on
their heads In this volume we are toldy hawever, that the
Lord meant by this that “they will do a@ertain amount of mud-
slinging,” Le., indulge in recrimination, yituperation, cvil-speak-
inz, which is quite a different thought, mot in any way sug-
gested by the figure.

Again, on page 103, Rev. 9:18—A quotation from an old-
time treatise on the growth of the hatr, is given in explana-
tion of this verse, to show that those who founded the various
I'rotestant denominations must all have been baldheaded men,
and that in consequence of this, the doctrines they taught were
a mass of confusion,

We should note, in this connection, that those interpreta-
tions are given as being those intended by the Lord. If this one
Iy meant, then it can only be described as extremely

i If it is only intended as a joke, then it is not only
blasphemous, but a lig, for the writer sets it forth as the divinely-
intended interpretation, knowing all the while that it is not so.

The Watch Taower {January 1, 1918, page 6) says:—

“If the Seventh Volume is the Sword of the Truth, put in
such a way as to do the judging, and if the Elijah class is to
do it, then it follows that everyone who fails or refuses to
grasp this Sword and go forth in obedience to the Lord's
direction, repudiates the provision made for him, and could
not be designated of the Elijah class.”

And then the question is asked:—

“Is it true that the Seventh Volume gives an explanation
of Revelation and Ezekiel in harmony with the truth revealed
by the Lord to the church through His Messenger of the
Laodicean period?”

To this T reply emphatically—No! it is not true.

Pastor-Russell.com
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On the contrary the explanations given are frequently con-
tradictory of the explanations given by Pastor Russell.

Remembering that this volume is supposed to be writteén with
the aid of the “Key,” which Pastor Russell supplied, note the
following inconsistencies :—

Page 295, Rev, 19:17.—Here the “fowls which fly in the midst
of heaven” are called upon to ecat the flesh of kings and captains,
and mighty men, ete, ete,

These fowls are interpreted by Pastor Russell to refer to
the “Vultures of Society, Communists, Anarchists, Nihilists,
ete.” carrying out the work of destruction in Christendom—
Babylon, (See Bible comments).

Vol. 7, however, says that these represent “Saints,” “the
little flack,” and “those living on a mental plane above the gross-
Iy material,” devouring (or, essimilating) Bro. Woodweorth's 27
tnlerpretations!

Again, Pastor Russell says that the “Voice” of Rev. la:}
calling on the Lord's people to come out of Dalivlon, is appar-
ently “Present Truth,” which has been going abroad since 1881,
when “Food for thinking Christians” was distributed far and
wide.

“Vol. 7," says that this “Voice” represents the W.T.B. & T.
Society, which, however, was not incorporated till 1884
guin, Pastor Russell says that the “seven angels” of Rev.
represent the “feet-members of the Church, representative
the entire body.” ((Z. 83-6).

“Vol. 7, on the contrary, says that they represent the “Seven
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures.”

These thoughts about the volumes being represented by the
plagues came out about 1902, but Pastor Russell never endorsed
them, nor repudiated his mterpretation of 1883, as he said he

ould in the “Watch Tower,” if he altered his mind. In “What
Pastor Russell Said,” page 313, Bro. Russell says, in answer lo
a i]llL‘.\;i:-ll.—-

“On most doctrinal questions I prefer not to say either at
Conventions or in private letters, anything else than what is'in
the “Watch Tower,” because I find that some of the dear friends
are inclined to say: ‘Ch, well, that is"what Bro. Russell used to
Lelieve: that is what is in the Studies and the Wartch Tower,
I know; but since then he has changed his mind; he wrote me a
special letter,’ or ‘I heard him say at the Canvention this year, so
and so” T want to say that when Bro, Russell changes his mind
he is going to put it in the *Watch Tower'; he wants you all to
know ; vou must take it from the ‘Watch Tower,” I will make
it as plain as possible there”
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Again—Regarding the “3 woes"” of Rev.,, Pastor Russell-says
these correspond to the first three plagues on Egypt, and affect
2!l in Christendom, the Lord's people included, and that the 7
ast plagues of Rev. correspond to the 7 last plagues on Egypt
(See Z.07,15).

“\Nal. 7 says, however, that the 3rd woe of Rev. représents
[J-L 7 Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, which are the 7

+ plagues on Christendom. (‘\LE page ’11)

1t will readily be scen, that if the "3rd Woe” corresponds with
the third plague on Egypt, then it cannot also represent the
seven last plagues on Egypt.

Again—Pastor Russell says that the “Winepress” of Rev.
14:19 represents “the last features of the Great' Time of
Trouble and is to be trodden alone by the Lord Jesus. (Sce
Bible comments).

“Vol. 7" declares that this “Winepress” represents Vol 7,
(Le—itseli), and that it was “trodden” by Bros. Woodworth and
Fisher at Scranton.  (Sce pages 229, 230)

Again—Pastor Russell says, referring  to our Lord's temp-

ion by Satan:—"For a period of 40/ days and nights His in-
tense carnestness made Him oblivious to almost everything else.
Apparently He neither ate nor drank until the 40 days were
ended. Then He was hungry, and at the moment of His physi-
cal weakness as the result of fasting; at the moment when He
was overwhelmed with the realisation of the importance of the
great contract Ile had entered into, and of what it would cost
Him 1o fulfil its terms, Satan appeared as a tempter. (2. 04-7;
Z. 17-381).

“Val, 7" says, on the contrary (page 127), “Truly we know
the Lord Jesus at Mis first advent, began His ministry with
40 days of conflict with the adversary, who ail that time sought
1o sway His mind.”

The above instances might be multiplied manifold, but these
will suffice to show ahat the book- has not been written “with
the key which Pastor Russell has supplied,” and, therefore, even
in that sense, is mot his production. There are many misap-
plications of Pastor Tussell's writings in the volume. For lack
of time and space, I will just refer to one as a sample.

In Rev. 871, the Revelator states that at the opening of The
Seventh Seali*™there was silence in heaven about the space of
hali-an-hour."”

“Vol. 7" (page 143) interprets this “half-hour” to mean one
week, andthat silence prevailing for half-an-hour represents
that the nominal systems for one week would maintain silence
regarding their doctrines, after the seventh seal is opened, at the

Pastor-Russell.com



http://www.pastor-russell.com
mine
Highlight


(c) 2001-2006 Pastor-Russell.com

Notes oN THE “Fixisnep Mystery? 13

end of which time—the full number of the body of Christ being
complete—they would begin an unprecedented persecution of
the Church, aud in support of the idea that this passage applics
to the clergy, quotes a comment by Pastor Russell on Jer. 8il4
with which it has no connection, and applies it to this passage.
The foolishness of this interpretation will be apparent. The
cl rgv are to say nothing about their doctrines fof one week
al ter the Church is complete, and then to startSpersecuting
th moen an unprecedented scale.
» bady of Christ is supposed to hove been 'umﬁ!ﬂgd )'1,'f.|r,_'
r-" memorial, (March 1913) but no such persccution has begun

yel,

Note also the inconsistency:—FHere a half-hour is taken to

represent one week, whereas, an page 269, one hour is taken o
represent one year,

The interpretation is manifestly purely-arbitrary. Many other
misapplications of the Pastor's writings ocgur throughout the
book, such, for example, as those in connéction with Ezek 16
These, however, will be readily noticed by anyone examining the
various passages critically. The above will suggest the need for
a critical examination. Many of the interpretations, if followed
out carefully and consistently, carrying them to their logical
conclusion, are exceedingly foolishe’ Take for instance p:
227, Rey. 14:19. There “the sickle" is supposed to represent
the “7th Vol." The “Winepress"” also is said to represent the
“7th Vol.” and the “treading” of the “Winepress” is said to re-
present the writing of the “7thy Vol." outside of “Bethel” +
at Scranton.

Now, since the treading of the Winepress must follow the
casting into it of the fruit which is to be trodden, if we follow
out the 5}'11t5-z19 asithus interpreted, it gives us the following
remarkable result:—

The “7th Vol." (the Sickle) was distributed far and wide,
and gathered all the sects (vine of the earth) in wvirulent op-
position to the message of the truth, and cast them into the
“Winepress” (also the “7th Vol"), and the “Winepress” (the
“7th Vol.") was trodden without the city (i.e. It was written
outside “Bethel,”™ at Scranton, after it had been published and
distributed, and had done its supposed work).

The foolishness of this will be apparent, and yet this is sent
out a§ a correct and Divinely-intended inlcrprctat.bn of this
passage.

Note again, page 236, Rev. 15:6:—Here the "Se\ren Angels”
bearing the seven plagues came out of the Temple, “clothed in
white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles.”
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“Vol. 7" interprets these “Seven Angels” as representing 7
Vols. of Seripture Studies; and the “\White linen” with which

v, how can a book or a series of boeoks, however pure
teachings, be said to be clad in Christ's Robe of Rightcous-
s—i.e., have Christ's merit imputed to them, for that is what
expression invariably means? This expression Jis never
lied in Scripture to anything or anybody, except the Saints
—the members of the Body of Christ.

In a later edition, an additional, and even more foplish ex-

I ion 1is viz,, that the angels being “clothed in white
linen” means that these "Scripture Studies” are “printed upon

I t their being “girded with golden girdles”
represents that “the front covers” of the books are st
with gald.”

The ious fact ah

means literally “flax,

white paper,” and th

unped

out this is that the word translated “linen”
and not “paper” at all. One is tempted
to ask why the Revelator particularly specified white paper.
Would the message not be equally pure if colored paper had been
used? And is the message in any way affected when the
“Studies” are printed in Karatol form without any gold lettering
on the covers? or are they and the magazine ecditions not re-
ferred to by the Revelator?

NCONSISTENCIES AND MISINTERPRETATIONS

The inconsistencies and misinterpretations in the volume ar

nuUMerous.
For instance, in connection with the prophecy of Ezek 23
Here two lewd women, sisters, are referred to, named Aholah
and Aholibah, the latter being represented as viler and more
corrupt than her sister Aholah.

On page 475 of “Vol. 7" we are told that Aholah represents
Roman Cathelicism, and Aholibah represents I'rotestantisin;
Protestantism thus being represented as being more abominable
and corrupt than Roman Catholicism. Anyone with a fair
knowledge of history can sec that this entirely misrepresents the
case. [Protestantism, with all its evils (and they are bad enough)
has never approached the Roman Catholic Church in corruption
idnd abominations: and this opinion is expressed by Pastor
Russell in Vel. 3, page 154, where he says, “Other Ecclesiastical
syvstems, not so great as the “Mother” [R. C.], nor yct so wick-
cd, sprang up out of her, through various attempted, though im-
perfect reforms.” Marcover, “Vol, 7" is not consistent with it-
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self, for on page 556 it states that Protestantism 1s “smaller
and less corrupt” than Roman Catholicism.

Again— The “7th Vol.” represents itself as being both the
“mantle” of Elijah and the “fiery chariot,” which separated
Elijah and Elisha. If the vol. represents the “chariot,” then the
work represented by the smiting of Jordan by Elijah with his
mantle, must have been finished before the volume made its
appearance,

Again—0n page 530, referring to Ezekiel's dumbness as por-
trayed in the prophecy of Ezek. 33, Nebuchadnezzar, with his
armies, attacked and captured Jcrunlcm A man escaped from
Jerusalem and brought the tidings of its capture to Ezckiel,
whom he reached a year, five months and twenty-six days after
the event,

During all this time Ezekiel, in accordance with the Lord's pre-
diction, remained dumb. The evening beiore the morning on
which the messenger arrived with the news, Ezekiel's speech
returned to him, and he was no longer dumb.

“Vaol, 7" states that Ezekiel here represents Pastor Russell;
that his becoming dumb represents Pastor Russell becoming
“dumhb” in death on QOctober 31, 1916; that Ezekiel's remaining
dumb for a year five months and twenty-six days represents that
astor Russell would remain “dumb” in death for the same
period in the sense that ne new message would come from him
till the end of that period, which would expire on April 27th,
1918, when a fresh message might be expected from him,

As Ezckiel received his speech again half a day before the
messenger arrived, we are told that this represents that Pastor
Russell would begin to speak again in the “7th Val” “he lf a
day” before the “year, five months and twenty-six days” should
end (April 27th 1918)) DBut, while taking the year five months
and twenty-six days as literal time, the author of the volume
takes the half day, above referred to, and ecalls it symbolic time,
maki it thus represent six months, and then subtracts this 6
months, symbolic time, fram the year five months and twenty-six
days literal time, and tells us that this indicates that Pastor
Russell would |1:_pi11 to speak again through the “7th Vol.” six
months prier to April 27, 1918, viz, in Octoher, 1917,

The fallacy of such reasoning should be apparent even to a
school bow. If the year five months and twenty-six days is
taken as representing literal time, then the hali-day taken out of
it should also be treated as literal time; so that {f it were a type
of Pastor Russell at all he U’.uuh not have begun to “speak” or
send forth any “new message” Gl the evening of April 26th, 1918,
ie, half a day before the whole period expired. But if the half
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is treated as symbolic, then the whole period also should be
as symbolic, and in that case it would represent 536 years,
six months, leaving 53 vears, which, oi cou would
mean nothing so far as typifying Pastor Russell is concerned.
Although this mistake is so evident, yet, strange to say, the
‘“Watch Tower" of December 15, 1917 (page 379), declares that
this prophecy was {ulfilled in the “large numbers” of “The
Finished Mystery,” ich were disposed of during October; 1917,
when, they say, I v Russell began “to speak again.” And
thiey hold wup this egregious mistake as a Divine indicationof the
correctness of the interpretations of the volume,

1 might add, before passing from this ‘point, that if this
incident of Ezckiel's dumbness were a type at all as suggested,
then Christendom should have been “smitten” with revolution at
the time that Pastor Russell died (about Oectober 31, 1916), and
not when he should begin “to speak” again, secing that it was
the time Ezekiel became dumb that Jerusalem was smitten,
ind not when be began to speak again,  Again, if Pastor Russell
began “to speak” again in “Vol. 7," thew he began “to speak™ in
fuly, 1917, when it was published, ‘and ‘wot in the following
)ctober. Thus, this supposed fulfilment of the prophecy falls to
the ground.

Again—On Page 182, Rev. 11:19, we are told that the “Ark
of the Testament,” referred to/ in this passage, represents “the
repository of the sacred -and hidden things of Ezekiel and
Revelation,” wiz., “The Finished Mystery.”

This is an entirely unsupported and arbitrary interpretation,
nd does not at all accord with the significance of the “Ark of
the Testament” (or “Testimony” or “Covenant”) when referred

in other Scriptures. (As Bro, Russell points out in “Tabernacle
ws," page 121, jaud in many of his other writings, “The
Ark" represents “The Christ” complete—the embodiment of the
Divine Plan,

\pain—Page 144, Rey. 8:3—*Another angel,” referred to in
this wverse, i5 said w0 represent “The Watch Tower DBible and
Tract Society.™ | W hat ground, we would ask, is there for taking
this to be theolWateh Tower Society?

This Angel's work was done (casting the censer into the earth)
Lefore the Seven Angels (which are supposed to feature the
Reformanon movement) began to sound.

Marcover, the priests alone had the right to enter the “Holy”
and use the ‘censer, how then can a business corporation be
represented by this?
Again—Page 145, Rev. 8:5.—The Revelator says that the cast-

Pastor-Russell.com



http://www.pastor-russell.com
mine
Highlight


(c) 2001-2006 Pastor-Russell.com
Nortes on THE “Fivisitep Mystery” 17

ing of the nre from the censer into the earth was followeddby
“thunderings and voices,” ete.

I'he "7th Vol." tells us “the Censer” represcnts itself (“Vol
) ; that the “thunderings” represent the “7 Vols." of ®Secrip-
ure Studies,” and that the “Voices” likewisec represent the
“7 Vols." of "Scripture Studies.” If, then, the “Cenger™ repre-
sents the “7th Vol," as alleged, and the “thunderings and voices”
represent the “7 Vols,” it follows that the issue of the "7th Vol."
caused all the volumes to go abroad throughout the “Harvest”
period, reductio ad absurdum.

¥ v

HISTORICAL AND SYMBOLICAL INHARMONY

Aguin—Page 148, Rev. 8:8.—This passage reads:s “And the
Second Angel sounded; and as it were a great mountain burning
with fire, was cast into the sea."”

This “burning mountain” is said to rcpresent “England in the
time of Henry VIIL”; and its being/“cast into the sea,” to re-
present England being separated from the Papacy "no longer
placed under religious restraint to it.” _ This is an altogether un-
warrantable use of the word “sea,” although it certainly does
credit to the ingenuity of the author

It is using the expression in an altogether different sense from
that given to it in any other part of the volume, where it is
always taken In its true sense as representing the ifreligious,
turbulent anarchistic masses_of mankind. Compare pages 126,
238, 488, 489, 490, 492,562 ; also Vol. 4, page 638. Compare alsn
Vol 1, page 318, where Bro. Russell says:—

“Throughout the Scriptures, ‘sea’ when used symbolically,
represents the rostless, twrbulent dissatisfied masses of the world.”

Now we would ask, Did the Church of England and its clergy
constitute the irreligious ‘masses of the country—the anarchistic
masses? Surely/mot.. The separation from Papacy meant sim-
ply the transference of the Church in England from one head
(the Pope) to another head (the Sovereign of England) and
England, in nosense of the word, was in a condition represented
by the “sea This is a strained interpretation introduced to fit
the theory in the writer's mind.

Again—On_ Page 144, we are told that the “Sewen Trum-
pets” given to the “Seven Angels” to sound, were “bugles, with
which to/blow bugle blasts of liberty from the oppressions of the
Papacy”; and yet, on page 160, we are told that the sixth ange!
sounding his trumpet represented the beginning of the “Evan-
gelical-Alliance-Spiritism movement.”

What “liberty” we would ask was represented in the forma-
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non of the Evangelical Alliance? Was it not, on the contgaiy
i . further, if the "ffth ang
presented the beginning of

sotndimeg
e Wesleyan movement (page 183),

very reverse. A

, as stated on page 136, this movement “"damaged the gaus
ican Communion as much as it did the truth,” howidun
be called "a i step towards liherty-—owards freed
irom Papal bondag
Again, with respect to Methodism, we are 1wld on page 13
the “star” of Rev. 9:1, which fell from heaven 1o 1t
ed Wesley falling as a “star” from the*
heavens,” and commencing the formation of
h bewan with him as “the first Methodi=y®
S, when U1t was caseoofl frain tavor "
he ing that it was, only in 1723 thu
“Anglican_heavens," for (f wwas in

e

v T ame a s .||". i

t cor he wis « d a pricst in the Eng-
hy 14 Haotter,
Then, as to his “falling” from the "Anglican heavens,” Greene's
history says: “Woesley never separated himself from the An-
an Church, hut 1o the day of his death, considered himself a
nher of 1t, and the movement he'had inaugurated as simply a

lav movement within the Church™

In any case, while Weslev/ was always Mecthodical, and the
rezularity of his habits of ife, earned for him the nickname
of “Methndist” from his college mates, yet Method and “Method-
ism” are two very different things, and he could not, by the
bigeest stretch of imagination, be called a “Methodist"—using the
name in the sectarian sense—at the time oi his ordination; ior
one man or a dozen men could not constitute a scct in the proper
sence of the word, which implies at least a definite organization,
comhined usnally (as is the case with “Methodism"), with dis-
tinctive teachings.

If this svmbolthad any application as suggested, at all, the 150
vears (<upposed) of Methodism should date from Wesley's
“fall” as a ‘‘stan” and not from the time when he became a
- "in the “Anglican heavens”

This, thercfore, throws the whole calculation out, and, of
course, the<basis being wrong, the whole superstructure built
wpon it falls to the ground.

Jutlet us note further, that this “star” mentioned in Revela-
tion fell from heaven to the “earth.”

This is elsewhere in the volume, and also by Pastor Russell,
taken to represent a descent from spiritual mindedness to a
worldly condition. No one acquainted with Wesley's life would
suggest for a moment that this was so in his case. His whole
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history reverse of this, and was a conunual protes
against the worldliness and lack of spirituality in the Anglican
Churcl of his day.

It has been suggested, however, that it refers to Wesley's
Laving left the Anglican Communion (heaven) and come down

to the leve! of the common people (earth) among whom his
preaching was mainly done, and {rom whom most of his con-
verls came
this is the case then the “locusts” of verse 3
to represent his followers (as all since they
the “smoke” (interpreted 1o 1 contusion caused
Anglican Church (hieaven) Ly Wesley's reachings), and not irom
the “carth” (the commeon people) to which \Wesley is supposed to
have “fallen.’
On the other hand, if the “locusts’ do reépresent Wesley's

came

fallowers, then Wesley was not the “swae” which fell 1o the
“earth," since his f[ollowers did oot that case, come [rom
the common (“earthly”) pcople, but irom the “Anglican heav-
cus.’

Taking this 9th chapter of Reve and its interpretation a linde

more in detail
Verse 1, we read “I saw a sfar,” i€, Wesley. (See “Vol. 7,
page 135). “Fall from heaveny that is, according to “Vol. 7.*
icanshcavens” when he began the

')

I

\.\ul\ “fell" from the
ation of the “Me thudw’ sect, which, we are told, was in

\Wesley, however,
And vet Methodism is supposed to Lu-_
How could he beecome a “star” and

same time?

“Fall from heaven 4o earth.”

“Heaven” is here taken to represent the “Anglican heavens'
(or, Communion). What authority have we f[or dividing up
“heaven" arhitrartly like this iuto various sections? Moreover
if we take italong this line, then Wesley's I'" was not to the
“earth,” but into another section of the Ecclestastical “heavens
—the Methodist. Weslev's special teaching, and his own life
were in the direction of holiness of life—complete consecration
to the Lord, as essential.

How could this be called a falling to the earth? If he“iell
at all, he fell upw:mi for he lived on an altogether higher plane
than thc Church &f England, from which he is ~uppo-ed to have
“Fallen,”  Pastor Russell spe: ks of the Weslevs as “dear men of
God—as fully consecrated” (Vol. 6, 141). Greene's history
they revolutionised the religious thought of England, and

only became a “star” in 1728 not “fell’
‘."ht.':l he “fell.”

at the
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raised the whole tone of the nation. The Church oi England at
that time was grossly worldly, materialistic—"earthly."

Continuing, we read (verse 2): “To him (the fallen angely
was given the key of the pit of the abyss' In “Vol. 7. page
156, we are told that this means that "“"Woesley was given thelkey
\w nothing and to nowhere” This is not so. Wesley brgught
rward the doctrine of Sanctification, which had been lost sight
ust as much as Luther brought to light Justification by Fauli.
This latter was no new doctrine, but merely one lost sight of.
And so with the Sancufication. Both are equally impertant, snd
al to our becoming members of the Dody oi Christ.

Doth Wesley and Luther opened up these as something new
in the sense that both had been to a great extent, lost sight of.
Verse 2 (continued) : “And there arose a snioke out of the pit”

This “smoke” is said to represent “Mgthodism,” which was
“No ordipary smudge,” and at the same tinte v represent the
“confusion” caused in the Anglican Communion (“aic”) by
Wesley's teachings. This is somewhat contradictory. Confusion
in the Anglican Church and “Methodism™ are not exactly the
sume thing, though the one might concéivably be caused by. the
other.

Again, if this “smoke” came out of. thetpit,’
tion states, then how can the “pit” lie€alled "nothing’
where £

Verse 2 (continued) : "And the sun and the air” (said to re-
present the Gospel and the Anglican Church) “were darkened by
reason of the smoke of thepit” This, we are told, means that
“Methodism damaged the¢ Anglican Communion as much as it
did the truth"

How, we could ask, can this be called a “bugle blast of
liberty” (see page 144, 130), when it damaged the cause of
truth? or how can it be cadlled a freeing from the oppressions of
Papacy when England was no longer under restraint to it?  (Sce
page 148.)

Verse 3: "Therecame out of the smoke locusts.”

“Vol. 7" says these represent “an immense number of fol-
lowers.” The only ground for taking these locusts to represent
followers of Wesley is the passage in Judges 7:12, where the
Midianitish apmy 1s compared to locusts for multitude. The com-
parison here, however, is in respect to their characieristics and
et to numbers, as is shown by the description of them which
tollows. i .

Verse '3/ (continued) : “Upon the earth.” That is, we are
told, “among order-loving people.”

Why “among” order-loving people? Were Methaodists not

as the Revela-
" and “no-
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order-loving? One special feature about the Methodists (of
whom Wesley is suid to have been the first) was their love of
order—method—and gained them their name. (See page 155.)

Verse 3 (continued): “And unto them (the “locusts™) was
given power.” (This is said to represent Methodists in their
meetings, praving for the Holy Spirit—"getting the power —
which was “the sight of a life-time™) "as scorpions 6f the earth
have power."”

This is interpreted to mean that instead of getting the power—
the Degetting of the Holy Spirit, which they prayed for, all
followers of Wesley received another power, viz., jthe power to
injure men with false doctrines. (Page 157).

Now, if all the followers of Wesley ‘are rcpresented by the
“locusts” (as affirmed by Bro. Woodworth in Vol 7),
all the locusts were given this power, thiv would imply that
followwer of Wesley has been begotten af the Spirit, and conse-
quenily none will be of the “little flock”—none will be memhers
of the Body of Christ. None has been a-Christian in the true
sense of the word, 1 Bro. Woodworth's interpretation of this
passage were correct; it would shut gut entirely an immense sec-
tion of professing Christians, comprising some very earnest, an
undoubtedly fully consecrated souls from the privileges of the
High-calling. Dut surcly even the ‘most ardent opponent of
Methodism would scarcely admit,the correctness of such a
thought.

Verse 4. “And it was commanded them that they chould not
hurt the grass of thé earth.”

This “grass” is said te_represent “men of independent thought.”
But wha 1wl 1s there for taking it to mean this. Tt is pure
surmise, and without anything in the Scriptures to suggest it.

Verse 4 (continued) : “Neither any tree.” “Tree” here i
taken to represent ¥ Saints,” though elsewhere, in the majority o
instances it is interpreted to mean “Ecclesiastical Imstitutions
(professedly heavenly, their branches spreading heavenwards, but
their roots firmly fixed in the earth). (See page 450, 511, 513.)

Verse 4 (eontinued) : “Dut only those men which have not
the Seal of God,in their foreheads"—"the unconverted.” (Pace
157.)  Twovicw of this interpretation, the guestion! arises, “1i
only the unconverted were to be ‘hurt’ by these ‘logusts,” what
about the ‘men of independent thought, supposed ta be repre-
sented by the ‘grass of the carth’'?' Are we to presume that
these. as wel as the ‘Saints,” have “the Seal of God in their
forecheads"? This suggests that the “grass” or “tt'é!," or hoth,
are misinterpreted.

Verse 5: “To them was it given that they should not kill

oA
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wm, | that they should he wented five months”  The
five m arc taken symbol and interpreted to mean 138
v O 1s 13 rs is the sole ground on this whole
theors h re y “Methodism™ is based, because it happens
cofncide with the length of time which lJ'n[u-('fi Letween the
time n v is supposed o have founded Methodism,
\viz nd the tn whien it is said to have come te an x__l:ll

vesley is said to have become the Methodist™ in
constitute a “sect”?  Morcover, these
are spoken of (pagé 137) as- 150 years
Methodist lj‘cl!-"'-.ru_'. This 1mplics that
organized : 4, and engaged in pro
dor the whole of these
a5 a matler (ol P | 8 did not come into

ct ull many years after Wesléy's ordination as

kS
a the Church of England in 1728, so that the whole
ry 1 10 the

\Verse 7: "'And esses (“Farms? Diaglott) of them

{the “locusts™) were like horses prepared unto Lawde”  This is

11z;u-'r:1;ﬁ 11|‘ Methodists were “always at it At
“praying’’?

d) . “And ‘on their heads were, as 1

'
!|1 explanation of this we are 1old that “gold
and thar “to receive a crown of gold
is to be born of the Spirit.”

As all the "locusts' had these crowns like gold, and
real thi

i= a symhol of Divi

it the
, this interpretation would lmp‘ that no Methodists
rn of the Spirit.”  That is, no Methodis
prospect of becoming. & member of the f’md_- of Chri
reigning with Him.

Verse 8: “And theiritecth w
to chew and swallow ‘almost
explanation of this passage. Yet on page the “lion" is sup-
| to represent ".’11\ one of the Divine attributes; and
'nl re, it is stated, ;as a proot of the aptitude of the symbol as
thus used, that the lion, as a rule, “kills only when hungry or
ed, and not for the mere pleasure of killing,” which is
hardly consistent with the thought given ahove that the “lion”
represents the ahil on the part of Mecthodists to “chew and
swallow almost a ing ’

Verse 95 “And thev had hreastplates, as it were hreastplates
of iron." This is said to represent Methodists “deceiving them-
sclves into thinking they had not sinned for vears.”

has any
or of

> as the teeth of lons,” “Alble

are told, is the

-
I

atts
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A hadd ol “Dreastpluates,” this would imply

1al Methodist who did not believe he “had
not That means none were “Justibed,"
thou 1 they wet Y ire wld (page 138)
that “it was to the credit of old-time 2 that they trusted
for salvation in the precious Dlaad of Christ

O (conti “And the sound of el wings was
sound of ¢l of many horses running to battle”
satd to represent the noise which the Mcthadi<ts made

for the e Spirit at their meetin
i z { i there fopddd

p I
fnealion, we uida o

is,

g the “noise

of their wings” as representing th It is pure surmise without
a osemntilla of proof, and ina very Lad spigit.

Verse 10: “And they had wils! Thesentails, we are told,
mean “Tollowers—class-feaders.”

That 1s these Tollowers of Wesley ("loeusts”) had followers

("tails o their Uclass-leaders)” i
How can a follower be a leader?  And .1_--‘i[1 the Scripture
csents each of the “locusts” @s _having a “ail,” and not just

“tails” for the lot

¢ 10 (continued) ;. “Like unte Scorpions.’” 1t is explained
hese “tails” had two ‘orifhees—a “Heaven” orifice and a
orifice.  Where is_the authority for such a distinetion
between the two orifices? Do seorpions usually  seercte two
! ut kinds ol poiseie which they inject separately., This is
following out the fisure, Where, too, does the third—the
cd “Auancial” sting came in?  \Was this the Lord's thought

m this pass: :

Note further, that he “locusts” each had a "mil” with a
“sting” And since the “locusts” are represented in this interpre-
tation as being the followers of Wesley, and the class-leaders
were their “tails,” this would imply that they stung thumwcl\'ucr
by means of their class-leads IS, \\Iu 'reas the Scripture represents
that all the “logusts” did the s g—uot just a few; and also
that they stung others—not themselves.

Verse 10 (eontinued) : "“And in their tails was their powe
1o injure-men five months.”

We would ask:  If thes tails” were the class-leaders of the
Methodist Church, as alleged, was that denomination organized
in 728 so that these “tails” could do this work for the 130

ears of Methodism’s supposed existence? Surely not, for as
we are told on page 135, “For many years (after 1728) Wesley
had no thought of forming a sect.”

Then again, we would ask: Have the Methodist class-leaders
had no power to injure men with their false doctrines since 18787
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Undoubtedly they have continued ever since, down to the present
#ime, to mislead men through their false teachings, and yet the
power to injure, given (o the “locusts” was to coutinue only for
Five months, so that, even though this period be taken symbolically
4s representing 150 vears, the interpretation given will not fitithe
f.al 15,

Verse 11: *And they have their King, the Angel of the Abyss.”
Chis “Angel,"” we are tuld, is the Devil.

Now if the “locusts” represent the Methodists, this would imply
that no Methodist has Christ as his Head—consequently that no
Mcthodist has been truly consecrated, and that, cousequently, no
Meihodist has any hope of Heaven—all are under the headship
of the Deyil,

It might be noted in passing that this “Angel™ had control
over the Abyss, and as the "pit" of the Abyss (wverse 1) would
reler evidently to the lowest part of the Abyss, this “"Angel”
would evidently h.lu control over that, too.  This would ap-
parently identify him with the “Star” of verseé 1, which fell from
heaven to the ezrth, to whom was given the “key"” of the “pit of
the Abyss"; and ii, as seems probable, this“Angel of the Abyss”
refers to the Devil—Satan—ILucifer, this weuld suggest that the
UStur" of werse 1, which fcll from heéaven to the carth, was no
other than Lucifer himself.

When examined thus, carciully/and critically, the whole of
+his interpretation rclating to Methodism is seen to be erroneous
From foundation to finish. Awnd if this is wrong, then it follows
that the interpretations oi the so-called “four mavemeunts of the
Reformation proper which preceded 11" (sce page 100, top) are
Also wrong.

MORE MISINTERPRETATIONS

A: a further instange of misinterpretation I would refer to
pp. 463, 406, dealing wipiEzdk. 20t 14, 15, The passage reads
as lollows —

“Thon, therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite thine hands
tugether, and let the sword be doubled the third time, the sword
of the slain; it is the §word of the great men that are slain, which
entereth into/their privy chambers. 1 have sct the point of the
sword againstiall their cates that their heart may faint, and their
ruins be multiplied; ab! it is made bright, it is wrapped up for
The =1.tlJb]1£t,.r”

Here the sword is said 1o I'L “doubled” three trmes, and the
Authors of the volume ingenious uy-wt that this refers to
Pastar Russell’s six volumes of bL ture Studies, The plan by

'-C
=
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which this conclusion is reached is very simple when one is
shown it
Since there

are six vols. of the “Studies” and since the “sword”
was to be doubled three times, all we have to do is to divide
6 by 3, which gives 2; 2 is the “double” of 1. So now, to get
the desired result—the doubling of the “sword” three times—
we simply reverse the process. \We take one of Pastor Ruscell's
“Swudies"; it matters not which one, 1 prcsumc' we multiply
that one by 2, and thus have the sword "“doubled” once, then
we multiply that 2 (the “double™) by 3, and this gives us the
“double” three times. But unfortunately for this theory, this
process gives us, not the same sword d’mrbht three times, but six
scparate “swords,” for no two of the “Studies” are alike, but
cach brings out truths which are not dealt with in any of the
others.

Or, 1f we take the whole six volumes of “Seripture Studies”
as the “sword” (and this appears to be the thought in the inter-
pretation given), then the theory will not fit at all, for the whole
set of “Studies” has never heen “dowbled™ onee even, let alone
three times,

But the whole thought is an upnatucal straining of the lan-
guage 1sed in the ]Irlli?hl‘ni

The ]m ral meaning of the word rendered “doubled” in
the authorized version is “to/ fold over” or “to repeat” (sce
Strong's Concordance).

The thought is evidently, that the same “sword” is to be
repeated three times, and this is the thought given by Leeser in
his translation, where he renders the word “repcated" instead
of “doubled”—"let the sword he repeated the third time”  Ap-
parently referring to the trouble now upon the world, and which
1s progressing with increasing severity through the three stages
—war, revolution, and anarchy.

Again, take the word “point” in this same passage: “I have
sct the point of the sword against all their gutes.”

This word “point™ is taken as if it were the literal translation
af the Helirew word used; and we are told that it refers to the
so-called “7th Vol,” which is the “point” of the "sword” wielded
Ly Pastor Russell, viz., his six volumes of “Scripture Studies.”

The litgral meaning of this word is not “point,” but “brandish-
ing” (zee Strong’s Concordance), or, as another dictionary gives
it, the “whirl, or swing of the sword,” and in the margin of the
authorized version it is given as the “glittering” or “fear” of the
sword. This last translation is drawn from the thought of the
fear inspired by the brandishing of a sword in the hands of an
enemy.
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The word, however, has no refercnce whatever to the “point”

the sword; so that the interpretation given s based (O
"sn;J!ﬂHllh.
also with reference to the phrase “wrapped up'in this
<ame passage (V. 15) the sword is here said (according e the
AN, Translation) to he “wrapped up for the slaughters. Ity the
margin the meaning of the word translated “wrapped up” is
given as “sharpencd”; and Strong gives 1t as “Thinned” (as to
the edge)}—ie., “sharp.”

No other version of the O.T. gives the meaning of/the word
us “wrapped up,” the majority translating it “sharpened.” The
AV. translation is manifestly erroncous, but the authors of
“Vol. 7% have not heen careful to note this,hand have based
their interpretation on this mistranslation;, and declare that the
prophet is referring to the types and symbolisms “wrapped up”
in Fzekiel and Revelation, and now supposcd to be revealed in
the “7th Vol.” We can see, however, when we get the proper
meaning of the word used, that the prophet had no such thought
in lis mind, but is referring to the eflicacy of the “sword”

whatever tronble and destruction this may represent), declaring
that “it is made Lioight, it is sharpened for the slavghter” An-
other misinterpretation in connection with verse 16 of this same
chapter (chap. 21) may be noted here,

The passage reads: “Go thee, ane way or the other, either the
right hand or on the leit, whithersoever thy face is set.”

This is supposed by the Authors to be addressed to Ezekiel,
and, having made up thetr minds that Ezekiel represents Pastor
Itussell, they interpret the passage thus: “Wheresoever Pastor
Hussell and the Truth people set their faces to go, it is authorized
for them by the Lord

I think we will @ll"admit that this is an extraordinary claim
to make for Pastoer Russell and the “Truth people”; it is a claim
jor them of practcal infallibility. We should note, however,
that it is the "sward” that is addressed here, and not Ezckiel.
And the word translated “face” here, is translated “edge” in
Ecel. 10:10: ‘Leeser and the Septuagint both translate the passage
as addressed to the “swaord.”

Leeser/translates it, “Gather up thy strength, go to the right
hand, direct thyself, go to the left, whithersoever thy edge
is turned.” “And the Sepruagint gives it as, “And do thou (the
sword) ‘go on, sharpen thyself on the right, and on the left,
whithersoever thy face may set itself.”

The “sword” is here addressed by the Lord and bidden con-
centrate its force to smite on the right, and set itself to slaughter

on the left.
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1 Lelieve the mistake of supposing Fzekiel ta be a type ofF
astor Russell, has been responsible for muchy twisting a
wresting of the Scriptures to make the theory fit.. Nor'are the
Aters of the volume consistent on this point as shown et page
where we are told that “[t a recognized pringiple th
itype i- greater than the sum of all the types.”
: nent is repeated i the atch I-J\\Il' 1917, paze -’l
Pastc l lI~-L|| himseli endorses this view in Z, 0?-217 where he

says:—"The antitype is always on a iu- ier and grander scale
than the t - )

The inconsistencies and misinterpretations, andimisapplications
of Seripture throveghout the book are séniumerous that 1t wounld
he bevond the scope o7 these notes even tO mention'them. Those
touched upon are merely given as a sample. [ would like 1o make.
just a brel reference, however, to its prediciions:

MANY UNFULFILLED PREDICTIONS

The entire tailure of ecach and all_of these is a striking testi=
mony to the guesswork nature of' ghe interpretations taking them
as a whole.

For example, on page 128 (we are told that it “Seems con-
clusive that the hour of Nominal Zion's travail is fixed for P
over 19187 And on page 177 the deliverance of the Church i
shown to !'..u-_ been expected. to l.{Ll' place also om or about the
same date “as a result of activities by the tribe of Dan.”

Nearly a yvear has passed Since then, and yet mésther of these
crents has vet taken place. Again on page 228 wé& are told that
“In the spring of 1913, from that time onward, it} Vﬂ.]l be unsaie

tell the llL\ that have filled Babylon's exthequerss” Thus far
(‘J mf-|..1 later than the time thus indicated)##Bahylon™ stil
maintains her position in the world, and there 18 ne indication
that her ministers have ceased to preach and teaéh along their
accustomed lines, or that it is “unsafe” for them o do s0. Agair
on page 485, the following statement is made: ==

“In the year 1918, when God destroys the Churches [?]
wholesale, and the Church members by millions, it shall be
that any that escape shall come to the works of Pastor Russell
to learn the meaning of the downfall of Christianity.”

Apart from the fact that events have disproved the correct-
ness of this prediction, one cannot help being amazed at its foal-
ishness. How are the majority of people goiggito set their
minds on the reading of such works as these, comprising some
3,000 pages, amid such scenes of terror and deésolation as are

hig
ot ¥
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novgh for most to do this even
of normal times. In ordinary
months to go through them

here predicted? Tt is difficult
in the comparative peace and qu
circumstances they would requ
even cursorily, even if many hours per day were given to the
task.

Again on page 330 it is predicted that Pastor Russell's.com-
mission from the Almighty would be proved by “word being
flashed throughout the world that Christendom was smitten by

volution” on or about April 27, 1918, It did not come.

Again on page 268 it was predicted that the war would come
to an end about October 1, 1917,

Needless to sav, this prediction alse was ‘unfulfilied, despite
the efforts of the "“Watch Tower” to leadpus o ignere reason
and common scuse by slrc'.';ll'im' that thewar did end in that
month, becanse Russia, one of the thirty nations (erthercabouts)
withdrew 1rom the contli sut the "Wateh Tower's” own
words (see . 17 contradict this very thought for they
truly v, “To he hting war; to &top fighting is peace”
And since Russia “141 rew, the heaviest Bghting of the whole
war occurred.  America also—a nation as Jarge and much more

war since tivng while even as regards
the war later on, being attacked on a

TC

werful—enicred

Rus

re-ent

large scals German Army, rand suffering severe losses
therehy. a sister remarked, f this work has been
wrillen, as claim, under e ‘divgetion of Pastor Rus. , be-
yond the wveil, "[He did batter work while this side” This book
claims to have a special commission to smite Daliylon—ta burn up
the tares.

And in justification of this thought, such passages as this are

t;il-lle]:---

“Reward her as she rev cd yvou" (Rey. 18:0). And we
are told (p. 2807 that “A diligent attempt has been made in this
direction—anything caverlooked will be inserted in the next
edition.”

How, we waould rask, does this spirit harmonize with the
declaration, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord”?

As Bro. Russell his pointed out, any interpretation of types
and symbols' must harmonize with the plain statements of the
Seriptures; and nowhere, in the plain teachings of the Word of
God, is angsuch work as this included in the Church’s Commis-
sion.  Such a thought can only be destructive of the spirit of
fove and meekness which are absolutely essential, if we are to
atiain to membership in the Lord’s Dody—the New Creation—
possessed of the character-likeness of Christ
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PASTOR RUSSELL'S WISE INSTRUCTIONS

[I'l'._;l' 82, Dro. Russell says:
t [ am sa .',:; for a minute
. Oh, ne! God has ]
H. ..“n!’, atler wiho aoll
» nothing to do with that; but so
long as these various civil governments have the power, you
md I are to recognize that God gave this power to these Gentile
cover: 5, Jui we are not to seck to disrupt that power; we
e these g overnments Lig cause, as St. Paul tells us,
“The powers L!.- be are He authorized
them to be, He
of these Kin ._|.'q ms LJ.. m to be God's Kingdom
'L“l[l._, what 1s fraudulent and wro

rare Gentile
doms outside of God's King The word ‘Gentile' in tlll
Scriptures stands for outsiders, lh:m who are not God's people.

I would like to quote here a few words by Bro. Russell in
“W.T February 15, 1912, bearing on this very subject of
reprov the world ; and vting' he nominal systems, which
may be helpf

“\We may learn a lesson
character

no such commission

the smiiting, ¢

are to reg

from the fact that those two grand
s, lohn the DBaptist aud our Lord, each fulfilled his
own mission according to the Divine arrangement; but that they
ferent missions.  John's mission was, pre-eminently,

wer and reformer, and we are to understand th

a prophet, he was supernaturally guided in respect to the various
catures of the course he took. Qur Lord's mission, on the
contrary, wis a different one. Fle I - to Himself those
minisiry served to arot righteous
v and 1o do the Lord's will. We who are called
ydy of (\Christ, and to follow Him, may learn a
lessan in this as re§pects our proper course,

1 s ; i
wihon ness, and

Ve are not seént forth, as John was, to dwell in the wilder-
,living and dressipg uncouthly, and to crit denounce
everything and cverybody.
“Some of theLord's dear people fail to notice that such com-
missions are special and wery rare; and sometimes, in following
th bring reproach upon the

1 wrong capy, thev undesigne

nuse. We are to be copies of God'’s
i f John the Baptist
] wher peap le’s 1
of the \'u-rll reprovir
: but, on tl we
to remetnber, that \‘.I't Cuul sees

dear Son, our

» nolt to str
,; nor to seeck
Emperors,
exhorted
fit to permit

to govern ‘all the
Kings, Governors, elc
Ly ‘the
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we can see fit to endure. Even though we may find many things
ich we cannot endorse, we may equally find ourselves able to
id any special denuaciation of them, especially of things which
no bearing whatever upon the proper understandingand

ng of the Lord's Word. The Apaostle poiuts out the proper
sition, sayving, ‘As much as lieth in you, hve peacably with,all
n' And our Lord emphasised the same thoughtesaving,
..‘u-w.l are the peace-makers, for they shall be galled the
Children of God.

ain (Z, 16-267), Bro. Russell says: “The tendéney 1o speak
cvil of dignitaries, and to belittle them, to caricature them, is
a prevalent sin, which is doing much more to undermine good
government than the fun-makers seem to realize. Undoubtedly
there are tmes and ways for protesting against . things and
methods \\.il_la which we do not fully agreen, But the people of
[y, & for law and-grder, with as
wiuch justice as may ?’.- drr.mma fe, waitigg for absolute justice
until the King of kines shall take His Millennial throne. His
nmand 16 us meantime [written Sept. 1, 1916] is, that we
subject to the powers that be'; and*fallow peace with all men
s0 lar as ['K".-i] le."™

The work of Pastor Russell has beéma unique work., No man
since the days of 11., Apostles has been so used to open up the
Bible, and reveal God's plan, His whole life was an inspiration;;
so thoroughly was it given over to the Lord. His whole heart
was so fully bent on doing his Creator's will—his mind so con-
tinually eccupied on ways and means to send out the light and
knowledge which had/come to him through his earnest and
prayerinl study of the Word, and the Lord's grace, that the in-
fluence was to help one more correctly to balance the Heavenly
things against the earthly joys and prospects, and to seek first
the Kingdom of God.» One cannot get away from the fact that
he was a particular servant of God, sent for the particular
purpose of bringing “meat in due season” to the houschold of
faith at the end of the Gospel Age.

Never before had there heen such a movement for the over-
throw of error and superstition. Consequently we can well
understand that the great Prince of Darkness would be much on
the alert to'thwart and prevent the work., “We are not ignorant

his devices," the Apostle declares. Satan has always been
alert to bringin counterfeits and delusions, to hinder the spread
of Truth. After each flow of Truth—after each reform move-
ment, he has attempted to choke it or to throw it into confusion.

Should we h"-‘r-' be surprised if Satan should endeavor o bring
répraach and disaster to the work of Pastor Russell? No, indeed!

God showuld, pre-eminentd
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It would rather be a surprise if some attempt were not made
in this direction. It is only natural to expect that some specin |
attempt would be made at Pastor Russell's death when the
restraining and guiding influence of his personality was removed

Many times have we been warned against Satan in the Scrig-
Leing a wily foe, far more than a matgR for mankined
by the Spirit of God, and, even in the case of those
{ the spirit, needing constant watchiulnesgand humble
fance on the strength and wisdom of the Lord to prevent

their heing tripped up by him v

The Apostle points out that, to the,Lord's people he appead
s an “"Angel of light."”

How would he attempt to deceive “Truth” fieople, those who
have heen Dblessed with the wonderful enlichtenment of his

1 lo come as an “Angel pf Light"—a Mes er

[ the lines of this wolugte. Seemng fo foliew
astor Russell, but placing wrowg® eoins ructions on many of g
o treating his sugeestions asif inspired ; siving little 1wists
to S ture o make it apparendy ht—thus leading to de~-

re true, introducing the
wrong spirit—use of carnal methads, slander, réviling, sar ‘m
and scorn—"deeds of the Hesh."

Surely, the great claims:made by, and on behalf of the Society
indicate a state of mind the reverse of humble, and far removed
from that maniicsted by Bro. Russell. )

They claim to bethe “channel.,” They practically deify Focton

Russell—=say he was the Lord’s Channel for digpensing truth
ete,, and then direct the glory to themscives, saying, “Now we
are the channel contimued.” They claim to be “another angel from
the Altar,” and state in the “"Watch Tower” (1918 page 7), 'T¢
is now time to ebey the Voice of the Angel” §
They declare that this production of theirs must be m'n'».'h'd
all who will he overcomers. 1f we fail to accept i, we will nat
belong to “the' little llock,” “the Gideon Bamd™ “the Elijah
Class,”™ ete.—won't go up in the “Chariot,” won't get the "pt"'l"y:
etc., eic. :

In the “Watch Tower,” March 1, 1918, all the Ecclesias are
urged to reject any hrethren as Elders who da mot accept thss
volume, and are not willing to teach it, and who are not i'n
harmony with the present methods of the Society—rurely no
more Papal method of dealing with the Lord's people was ever
ttempted!

In the “Watch Tower,” 1917, page 293, it is stated that “There
would be no reason why the Lord should change His 'C]'l:u‘.-.rﬂ;

lusions; also, even when the thing
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or ‘Chariot, or method of bearing Flis Message to His people.”

I wonld point out in reply to this, that the Watch Tower
Society never has been the Lord's Channel in the sense suggested
in this statement.

Pastor Russcll—not the Seciety——was the Lord’s Chesen Mes-
senger or "Channel”

Pastor Russcll formed the W. T, Society simply to facilitate
the putting forth of his message; and it was never uscd for
the purpose of putting forth any message from any of  the
brethren associated with him. In confirmation of this statement
I quote Bro. Russell's own words in reply to a question in “What
Pastor Russell Said,” page 350. He says there:—

“So far as the headquarters at Brooklyn ds coneerfied, and
my own identification with the work there, let me say, everything

"

is under my supere tston, N "}..‘}.‘JJ entanates fr'.;;:; ,‘_1'1“,-‘_' colttrary
to my comnscience, . . . While there are many wise and
capable birethren at the Drooklyn oflice, yet by present arrange-

ment they are my assistants under my general supervision as
long as I live. That was the arrangement made when [ turned
my property over to the Society years.ago. This applics also
to the Society's work in forcign lands.”

Nor is there any indication that the Society since Ilro. Rus-
gell's death 1s being used as the Lord's “Channel” for hringing
fresh messages (o peaple.

The Lord never used a husiness organization hased on a
money vote, as His mouth-piece, to give forth “meat in due
Season” to His people,

The “Society” consists of all subscribers of £2 and upwards
towards the funds. Many of these subscribers are not conse-
erated, though appreciative of the truth, and have contributed
large sums for carrving.on the work. Each £2 carries with il the
right to a vote—thus' one unconsecrated person might ecasily
Qutvote many conscerated persons; who are often very poor in
fegard to this world's goads, even thouch rich in faith and love.
Bro. Russell passed away when his work was done, and it is
Presumplion for auy snan, or wmen, to assume to represent him
in his capacitvoas the Lord's Servant or Channel,

In the preface to the volume, page 5, it is stated:

“For anyone to arrogate to himself the authority to write

And publish the 7th Vol, would, we believe, be presumptu-
gus before the Lord.”
o Wha, then, we wonld ask, gave authority Lo write this and send
V¥ forth as Pastor Russell's Seventh Volume, and the Lord’s
Message?

They claim that Pastor Russell, since his death, is “still
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nunaging every feature of the harvest work;” that they are

under his special guidance (Z. 17-325, “Vol. 7," 144, 291, etc.) ;
and that the Lord has assumed a responsibility for their work,
They also claim to have published the greatest book ever printed.
Surely these great claims should make us beware, for egotism
does not indicate greatness in the Lord's service. The thought
that he would make “that faithful servant” “ruler over all that He
harvest work,” is taken from our Lord's promise of Luke 12:44,
that He would make “that faithful servant” “ruler over all that He
hath.”  There seems, however, no justification for supposing
that this would apply to Pastor Russell bevond the veil. The
thought is based on Rev. 14:13; but theére the only legitimate
inference 1s that, as the “fect members” pass beyond the veil,
they will continue to be occupied with “Kingdom” work, as they
have been this side, and this is all that is suggested by Dro.
Russell in his comments on this passage (sce Vol. 3, 238; Vol. 4,
622, 624.).

There is nothing in Luke 12:44 to suggest that the custody
of the Master's goods would extend beyond the veil. It is
purely surmise, and no ground for basing an important inter-
pretation of Scripture upon. Where, we would ask, 1s Paul?
Where are Peter and the rest of the Apostles?

Have they—the foundation stones—not an equal interest with
Hro. Russell in the great work now in progress? Have we any
reason to suppose the Lord would give them subordinate posi-
tions in it?

Pastor Russell was surely the last Messenger to the Gospel
Church; he was the fauhful steward; he gave his message,
and served the “household” with the “Aeat” due, and there
is no indication of any other : ith power to write or
any further Messages to the Church,

truths, pessibly, will open up, for the truth is to shine
perfect day,” but we should be cantent
the Lord opens up His Word, and not attempt to
interpretations,
volume has come to us with great prefensions. On the
surface it sounds plausible, and many of the Lord's people have
been inglined to take it at its own valuation. There has been
a disposition with many to place too great reliance on the fact
that it has.«come from those whom they believed they had reason
to (rust—a'worshipping of angels”—i. e., an undue reverence for
fewmow agencics, instead of “holding the Head” in proper esteem,
angd following His explicit injunction to “Prove all things.” Few
have attempted to “prove” it, except in a very cursory manner
cither by sanctified commonsense, or by the \Word of God.

and more unto the

o wilt un
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L]
b 1

There has been an unwillingness tn many cases to use reason
in their examinalion of st, for fear they may possibly be rejecting
something that is from the Lord; and, in some cases, there has
Leen a fear—stimulated by articles appearing in the “Watch
Tower” that if they reject, or fail to put it out, they will not be
of the “Elijah Class,” the “litule flock,” and so on. Some have
been inclined to condemn those who have withdrawn from those
Ecclesias which have accepted “The Finished Mystery,” and are
engaged in circulating the volume or literature based upon it;
and who have also withdrawn their support from the Watch
Tower Seciety.

The ground of their condemnation, in the main, is that those
who have done this are not manifesting the spirit of love towards
their brethren, in doing so.

A little reflection, 1 think, will show the groundlessness of
this charge, and that those who have separated themselves
could not do otherwise without violating their consciences, This
volume has been sent forth by the W.oT. B, and T. Society, as
the Divine interpretation of a portion of God's Word. Many
of the Lord's people, after a careful examination of it, have
satisfied themselves that it is not what it professes to be, and
that in sending it abroad, the Society is promulgating what is
false, in the mame of Truth. Hence by continuing their support
of the Society in these circumstances they would be assisting
in the propagation of erroneous teachings, and would assuredly
be guilty before the Lord.

Similarly, in the case of those Ecclesias who have adopted,
and are putting forth these teachings; each member of an
Ecclesia is responsible individually for what the Ecclesia does as
a whole; on the same principle that each member of any of the
bubylonian sects is responsible for the teachings for which that
scct stands, and which it is engaged in promulgating.

The reason for the call to the Lord's people to come out of
Babylon is given—viz, that they be not “partakers of her sins,”
implying that those who remain connected with her after their
cyes are opened to the {falsity of her teachings are reckoned
Ly the Lord as responsible for the same, and partakers of her
guilt.

And so, those whao continue their membershipand support of
¢ class engaged in putting out these new teachings after they
recognize that they are untrue, will, 1 believe, be reckoned by
thie Lord as guilty of the same, cven though they, personally,
may pot put out a single tract.

There is an important principle involved here, and

ve as
“Truth” people, whose eves have been enlightened in reg

p,nrll
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a1

» these things, cught o be the very first to recognize it; and
et, strange to say, pcople of the world scem to be able oiten
o see this more clearly than some of us.

IJurn._ dro. Russell's lifetime, and also after his death, o
long as the W, T. Society remained loyal to the Truth, we were
all in hearty accord with it, and supported it to the full extent
of our ability, but when it departed from this coursepand began
the propagation of teachings contrary td the truth, and to en-
avor to “lord it over God's heritage”—the Chufch—we had no
O] but to withdraw our support entirely. We should have
done the same 1 the case of Bro. Russell had he acted similarly,
even though we were indebted to him by the Lord’s grace,
all the knowledge of “present truth” we possess.

The wisdom which is from above is first pure, then peacahle.
The wisdom which is suggested by our great Adversary is Peace
apart {rom principle; and we may be sure that if we neglect the
Divine wisdom for the wisdom from beneath, even though the
latter may scem to our poor fallen judgment, the best paolicy,
we are sure to suffer spiritually, with the possibility of our
being turned eventually right out/of_the way

“Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive
me to glory.”

t
Y}
L]

There is no lack of love shown in separating from the
brethren for this cause; on the contrary, love for the brethron
s quite compatible with aur refusal to follow them in a wrong
course.

A STRONG SECTARIAN SPIRIT

The strongly sectarian spirit which |1a=e been manifested by
the Society since “The Finished Mystery” made its appearance,
and which culminated in the article in the “Watch Tower” of
March Ist, 1918, urging the various Ecclesias to reject as Elders
any brother who ¢ould not see his way to support the Society
in the new methods and teachings it has adoptedy and found
himself unable to accept or teach “The Finished Mystery,” has
become more and more pronounced as time has gone on, and is
making its influence steadily felt in this direction in those
Ecclesias remaining with it. Indications of this have been multi-
plying more and more, and in the “Watch Tower” of November
1, 1918 (page 324), the Society (and its supporters are definitely
identified as the true Church. We read there:

“An early demise of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society was predicted by some. . . . During the past few
months the grand old ship, which has weathered the storms
of centuries, has passed through some terrific gales. The
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powers of the air have done their worst to destroy it, but
the fact that it is still afloat [i. e., in the shape of the W. T. B.
and T. Society, whose ‘early demise had been predicted by
some’], is due to the other fact that ‘the Lord is in the ship.
Some, fearing the storm, have deserted the ship [i.e.,/ the
W. T. Society], forgetful that our safety lies in remaining in
it [i.e., in the Society]. We pity them, and rejoice that the
majority have stood the test.”

Would it be possille, I would ask, for any more Dapal claim
1 this?

Iy the attitude the Roman Catholic Church has
taken up during the many centurics of her exislesce. Her claim
iz that she, and she alone, 15 the true Church, and. that she—
the grand old ship—the “true ("11111'{'11” has sueccessiully "w:-'

ered the st rms of centuries,” and that “the only safety” of

Lo ],l. madl

lies in “remaining in the ship”"—the Roman €Catholic Church. A

creed has been framed and adopted by the W.T. Sadicety, accept-

»f which, and harmony with the Sogicty as at present con-
+d, are made fundament: lf conditions of Christian fellowship
are “outside the pale of discussion;” and, according to the
“Watch 'J..\'.r a who are unable to acquicsce in these,
whatever their _previous Christian standing, are to be treated
as “worldlings

That I have not overstated the position is shown by the
subjoined correspendence between the Watch Tower Society's
representative for ;\:Mrwl"tuh. and Bro, Hart—formerly one of
the managers for the [ B S.AC in England, and Iatterly, the
Wiatch Tower Socicty's r(‘pru‘-v.'llr.lli\'& in India.

The for cach of us individually is, which “IHead"
are we | z ke our own—the Lord Jesus Christ, or the
Watch Tower Society with the new tests it has imposed?

In closing, T wish to say that these notes are not intended as, in
any sense, an exhaustive ¢riticism of the matters referred to,
umberless other ‘points illustrative of the misstatements and
misinterpretations af the volume I have omitted; my only object
being to give a sulficient number to show the falsity of its claim
to be either Pastor Russell's production, or a true interpretation
of the books of Erekicl and Revelation, It has Leen supeested
by some that we onght to accept these interpreiations unless we
can give something 4ctter.  Dut this i~; a very illogical argument;
for it would mean that we are hound to accept any interpretation
of any portien of God's Word, if we could not put forth one
more feasible, even if it were not His due time for its unfolding,
and therefore could not be truly interpreted by any one.

In conclusion, I earnestly pray that Qur Heavenly Father will

v
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<o guide and direet ecach of His children, that they may be
kept from falling; and that the earnest desire and aim of each
one of us may be that we may get a more and more exact
knowledge of His will and have grace given us to do it.

February, 1919, C. F. MAIN;

The following is a copy of the correspondence between
Bro. Hart (late of India), and the representative of the Watch
I'ower Bible and Tract Society for Australasia, referred to
above.

(COPY.)
495 Collins Street, Melbourne,
17th December, 1913,

Dear Bro. Hart,
Greetings in the Lord,

Your letters of the 5th and llith December are both to
hand, and 1 am somewhat perplexed. Yesterday I received a
letter-wire from Bro. Lazenby, informing me that you were
resicning from the Socicty to work with the Bible Students’
Union, and your letters read differently. I sincerely trust that
there lhias been some mistake.

I have wired you either to confirm or deny the report, and
it your reply with some anxiety.

t think that, after your long and useful carcer in
the service of the Lord and the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Saociety, vou would take a step so fatal to your own spiritual
lite, nor will 1 believe it until I see it over your own signa-

You have my sympathy re your treatment by the Indian
authoritics. These éxperiences have long been expected, and
now they are here, they bear witness to the fact that we are
in the time of the end, and that the dark night is closing
down. Surely in these circumstances the policy of wisdom
is to rally to the Lord’s cause and to the instrument which
He I so lone used in the Harvest Work, and which you
and I have had the honor to represent in different parts of
the earth—The Watch Tower Bible and Tract i
stead of drawing away disciples after ourselves and setting up
organizatiods designed to hinder the spread of the Harvest
\i[_c\
While I appreciate your well-meant efforts to “pour oil on
the troubled waters,” I think these are due to your being
istralia. There are no

5
I

unianuliar with the conditions in {
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longer any ‘troubled waters to pour oil upon, dear Brother.
There are two boats, and the question is, which one are you
traveling in, To use a now familiar simile—there has been
« big sifting amongst the Australian brethren, and the traths
of the Seventh Volume have been the instrument to accom-
plish it. As you are aware, a new organization has been
formed that is actively and openly obstructing the Harvest
\Work—or trying to—throughout Australia. They refuse to
accept Vol. 7, and we refuse to surrender it, so there 1s no
room for compromise. We are not smiting those who oppose
themselves by opposing the Harvest Work, though we are
charged falsely to have done so. Nor are we sitting in judg-
ment upon them. 7o their own Master they stand or fall.
But where there is such a fundamental divergence of opinion,
it would be equally foolish to attempt conciliation. All who
are prepared to accept the “Finished Mystery” as the Seventh
Volume of Seripture Studies, and to work in harmony with
tlic Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society as at present con-
stituted, will find us ready to make many concessions, but
these fundamental principles are outside ‘the pale of discus-
sion.  The Harvest Work is going forward grandly, sup-
ported by the efforts and sacrifices of loval brethren in every
part of Australia, and while the schismatic efforts of our quon-
dam brethren have resulted in the seduction of a few here
and there, the majority remain firm, and the work goes on
even better than before.. We can dispose of more G's than we
can procure, and the Fall of Babylon tract has gone out
with a rush that has astonished even ourselves, We can
only conclude that it is the Lord’s doings, and marvelous in
our eyes.

If vou are at one with us on the two points already men-
tioned, then we will welcome you to our midst.

1 do not know if the American Office have a cable address;
if so, 1 have neveér heard of it. Their new address is:—

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,

310 Martin Bg., Federal St., Nth Side, Pitts., Pa,, U. S. A.

1 shall be. glad to see you in Melbourne, and have a talk
with you. (Lexpect also to have a reply to my wire, and
possibly another letter before vou leave Perth. .

With Christian love to you, and praying for ydu the Lord’s

urdance and blessing that you may be kept faithful unto
death,

I am, your Brother in Christ,

(Signed) WM, W. JOHNSTON.
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19th December, 1018
Dear Bro. Hart:

Your wire of the 10th inst, which reads, “Have resigned
Socicty March Tower unseen India; future plang’indefinite,
to hand.

I am somewhat surprised to hear this after heéaring from
vour letter of recent date that you have not any definite opin-
ions on the difierences prevailing here. If inltheése circum-
stances you have taken action from anything appearing in
March 1st Tower, then I can only characterize such action as
hasty and ill-considered, and to express my deepest sor
I shall await a further letter from you before dealing furt!
with the matter, as I feel sure you will agree with me that
your action warrants a better explanation than your wire
conveys. With deepest sorrow, yet with Christian love,

I am, your Brother in Christ,

(Signed). WM. W. JOHNSTON.

(COPY.)

17 Stanmore Street,
Subiaco, W. A.
Dear Bro. Johnston,
Greetings in the Lord.

Your letters of the 17th and 19th inst. have duly reached
me, and I thank you for the evident trcuble you have taken
to acquaint me awith the true situation here in Australia. I
quite agree that my former letters were written under a mis-
apprehension of the serious nature of the claims advanced by
the Society under its present management, as'to what will
henceforth be recognized by the [B.S A, as “fundamental
principles” “outside the pale of discussion,” and the acceptance
of which is indispensable to further Christian fellowship
amongst these of “like precious faith” who have hitherto held
sweet converse together in Zion. During the first few days
of my stay at Hensman Road, I heard a great deal about
local differences in Perth, and was told that these were the
real causes of the division here; hence my lette# to you that
I 'had no definite opinion re the differences prevailing here.
Immediately I realized the extent to which matters had
progressed,[ took the only step possible in the eirctimstances,
and promptly severed my connection with the Seciety, as at
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present constituted, and sought fellowship with those who
were willing to receive me on a Scriptural footing. You
haracterize this step as “hasty and ill-considered,” hut how
stent! The article in March 1 “Watch Tower,” re-
ferred to in my wire, clearly states that no class should elect
as elder a brother not in full harmony with the points you
vourself declare to be "fundamental principles.” A repre-
sentative and Pilgrim of the Society is, ipso facto, an Elder in
a still wider sense, and should, of course, be in full harmony
with what the Socicty from time to time may declare to be
its fundamentals. 1 do not accept the “Finished Mystery”
as the Seventh Volume, nor do I agree with many of its
statements, which are demonstrably false. "Tf to act in accord-
ance with my conscience, and to refuse to act a lic by con-
tinuing to represent a Society whose teachings I can no
longer endorse 1s a “hasty and ill-considered” action, your
characterization is quite correct, dear Brother, I may remind
vou, however, that the “Seventh” Volume has bLeen before
me for several months, and had the issuc been forced in India
as you and your friends are doing here;, my decision would
have been the same. It was the camouflage of the Sacicty's
iriends here in Perth that perplexed me for a few days.

The telegram of advice to you by the Brother you men-
tion, is like so much of the “Scventh” Volume, not strictly
accurate! I did not resign from the Socicty to work with
the Bible Students’ Union. I resigned because I strongly
disapprove of the course the former is pursuing, and I have
made no arrangements so far to work with the latter; whether
I eventually do so will be as the Lord may direct.

[ think you are wise, Brother, in putting your two “funda-
mental principles” outside the “pale of discussion.” They
certainly would not stand very much investigation, and the
only way possible/ to impose them upon the majority is to
follow the example of the R.C. Church, and insist upon the
recognition of an infallible medium for communicating doc
trines which must not be questioned, the source of them
being held to be indisputable. But how contrary such an
article is to the closing sentiments under the caption, “This
nal and its sacred mission” on the inside cover of each
issue of the “Watch Tower,” which the Society still prints,
but admittedly does not now endorse. Can you harmonize
the present attitude of the Socicty regarding “fundamentals”
with Pastor Russeil's articles in “W.T.” 1913, page 231, enti-
tled, “Doctrines More or Less Important,” wherein he em-
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that the fundanental prinei

les of the Christian
faith eentre round belief in the Atonement, and distinctly
states:—"“The fundamentals have been enjoyed by good
saintly ones from the Day of Pentecost until now.”

Aside from this, vour letter, dear Brother, breathes a simi-
lar spirit to lel_ of the book in question. Your reference to

“the schismatic efforts of our quondam brethren™ and your
charge that they are opposing the Harvest work (after it is
finished, according to the "Finished Mystery”) does not strike
just that note that one would expect from a Fellow Member
of the Dody, May I remind you that the Lord alone, not any
individual or society, can cut off from membership in that
Body those who do not sce eye to eve withh you on “Val. 7,7
and render them “quondam brethrew!  Thie absence of .my
such spirit in those who cannot accept the book, is in itself
a striking testimony-to the power of the Spirit animating
them. And is not your assumption that you are entitled to an
“explanation” of my action in itseli-an evidence of the spirit
of lordship that has been manidfeésting itself of late?

Am I not accountable to the Head rather than to a fellow
member?

Finally, dear Brother, bear in mind that there is here no
itude of epposition ta the Harvest work, or to our Brethren
find help in the “7th” Volume. 1[[(_ mere fact that no
cleavage occurred in India is proof of the fact that disrup-
tion is caused not by these disagreein ith the book forcing
their objections u pon otliers, but, vice versa, the trouble arises
when those who find the buu\ “meat” to them, seek to force
it upon those to whom it is "poison.” The Bible Students’
Union has been "c:rm ‘d, T vnderstand, to publish Bro. Rus
scell's writings, and as it is agreed in “Volume Seven” that he
is the special messenger of the Harvest period, it passes my
comprehension how you can truthiully say that the publica-
tion of his writin_L;s, instead of those of Bros. Rutherford,
Woodwerth, and Fisher, is hindering the Harvest work.

‘When you are prepared to offer me a welcome on the basis
of my relationship to the Lord, as laid down in the Scriptures
you will find me ever ready to respond.

I

With Christian love,
I am (in spite of yourself),
Your Brother in the Lord,
A, A, HHART.
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(COFrY.)
I.:/o Bible Students' Tract Society,
Temple Court, Melbourne, y
16th December, 1918

To the Executive Committee,
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society,
Pittsburg, N.S. Penn,, U.S.A.

Dear Brethren:

1 write to inform you that, conseguent upon the recent
result of the trial of the Brethren and the findings of the
court being widely published by the Indian newspapers, the
Madras Government took action with a view to preventing
the further spread of the doctrines of the International Bible
Students Association, and to curtail. my liberty in preaching
the Glad Tidings. On my protesting I was served with an
order to leave India within three.days, and not return thereto.
By the Lord's providence, and through the co-operation of
the Brethren in the shipping office at Colombo, Ceylon, I was
cnabled to get a working passage to West Australia, landing
at Albany, After a few days there, 1 came on to Perth to
wait for a beoat to Mclbourne, all berths this side of Christmas
being already booked.

Whilst in Ind:ia, Uwrote te Bro. Rutherford (some months
ago) with reference to the “Seventh Volume"” and cognate
matters, asking questions on certain points which were being
raised, Pending a reply, we were studying “Volume Seven,”
with the understanding that any Brother had full liberty to
criticize, and, if so led, to disagree with any of its statements.
Not enforcing mu-Seriptural tests upon the Brethren, the
work has procceded there without disruption, and progress
has been most encouraging, up to my departure.

On arriwal in West Australia, T communicated with Bro.
Johnston,.in Melbourne, and he kindly put me in touch with
the Brethren in l'erth. I learned that two scparate classes
existed 1 the city, and that the attitude of the Society, in
enforging. the “Seventh” Volume upon the friends, and the
ligh-banded acuon advised towards those not seeing eye to
eve withithe interpretations of that book, nor endorsing its
spirit, and the claims made for it, had compelied Bro. Nichol-
son to dissociate himself from the Society, and at the request
of many friends, to continue the work of spreading the Glad
Tidings in Australia, as originally carried on under Bro. Rus-
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sell's direction, by means of an organization formed for the
purpose,

Although I found that many of the points raised by Bro.
Nicholson coincided with those I had already brought to
Bro. Rutherford's attention, I still had the desire to reserve
final judgment in the matter until after I had seén Bro. John-
ston in Melbourne. The spirit recently manifested by the
Socicety is evidently infectiouns, and has reached Perth. The
one section of Bible Students in disagreemen®with “Vol-
ume 7" invited me to minister to them witheut restriction,
although knowing that I was a representative of the Society
In order to avoid complications 1 dechined and attended

studies of the other class. Two elders of the latter after-

ward: approached me and stated that they would be willing
1

for me to lead a class or address them on Sunday if T woul
answer in the afimative the questions set forth in the “W:
Fower” for March 1, 1918. This brought matters to an issue,
as I was not prepared to endarse the Society as a successor
to Bro. Russell, nor recognize @ business corporation as a
channel for producing Divine truth; neither was I prepared to
put to one side that right of "individual judgment which
I'rotestantism in the past secured and which Bro, Russell
ilways exhorted us to cherish.

In order, therefore, that I may have full liberty to fello:
ship with and minister (sofar as the Holy Spirit may qualiiy
me) to the Lord’s people wherever found, and in order to b
dissociated from a spirit and policy, of which [ cannot ap-
prove as scriptural,/or éven brotherly, | am writing to you,
dear Brethren, to'tender my resignation as Representative of
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society and International
Eible Students Assaciation,

As the Sotiety in America has ceased to support the work
in India sinee October, 1917, and the Brethren there are de-
pendent wpon local resources, I think there is no occasion
to render any special closing report. The Brethren, I am
glad to say, are working together in loving harmony, and |
can only express the hope that the Society is mow content
with the ‘mischief it has already caused, and will take no
steps to bring about disruption in yet another field. It is evi-
dent from the “Watch Tower” of June 1 iast, that the Society
was ready to revise its attitude for the benefit of the Brethren
arraigned—would to God that the more important interests
of the Brethren in general had been equally considered, and
modcrate counsels had prevailed at Brooklyn.
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g you of my continued love in the Lord, and further
sort shonld you return to the “old paths” and to
of the Master, and that “faithful servant

I am, vours sincercly for “the Truth,
(Signed) ALF. A. HART

ADDENDUM

With further reference to the claim of the W. T. Segcicty
ta be the same “channel” as the late Pastor Russell, the fact
(as before mentioned) came out at “u, recent trial of the
brethren in U.S AL, that the managership of the Society was
legally ;Lu'-.-.:ncl Bro. Rut! :.,J.d, who, t!luu;,.a not an
er of the Socicty at that took charge of its aff
on the very day that the 'astor die:l, This was certainl
trary to the Pastor’s intention. Had Pastor Russell thought
n as the proper person to succeed him he would
we advised his election as Vice-President, and
cated this in his will. The actual Vice-I're
') scems to have Deen entirely @ver-ridden.  Some of
105t important provisions of Pastor Russell's will were
entirely ignored. I'astor Russell’s votes, which gave him a
influence in the Seciety, and which he left
in the Trusteeship of several of the Sislers to be used by them
t the election of cers of the Secicty, were disallowed; the
excuse being that the Pastor had no right to will this power
ta others. 'T‘o those, however, who had respect for the late
Pastor, st echnicalities would have made no difference,
and they wor ‘l have been willing to be guided by his wishes
in the matter. Then according to the charter of the Society,
granted by the State, whieh certainly expressed Pastor Rus-
sell's wishes, the Digectors were elected for life, subject to re-
moval only by a two-thirds majority vote of the shareholders.
Un the election ot Bro, Rutherford as President about eight
wecks after Dastor Russell’s death, the other directors (as
to the legality of whose position as directors no question was
raised at the Sharcholders' Meeting), evidently to please Bro.
Rutheriord, gave-him the power of Chief Executive. He ac-
cepted this power from them, although he alleged that he
knew that, to be technically correct, these should have been
clected each year, in line with a regulation of the State of
I'ennsylvania (although this allegation has been emphatically
denied by eompetent U.S A. lawyers, and at the trial it was
ated by the bench that it "nn]f n't hold water). He stated
that Pastor Russell was aware of this supppsed illegality, but
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even if this were so, seeing that the State had granted the
charter as it stood, and had not, nor would have interiered
with its working, Pastor Russell evidently did not think it

cessary to make any change in the matter, which had been
operating along these lines for about thirty-two years. When,
however, scveral of these Directors who had given Bro.
I .11u1|-.1 I the power he wished, did not please him, and when
he knew that hie would never get “The Finished Mystery” sent
out as “Pastor Russell's work” while they remainéd in office,
he ejected them, saving they had no right to be there, as they
never were Directors. Strange to say; howewer, he did not
himself relinquish the power which he had accepted at the
hands of these same Directors.

It may be remarked by some that the sharcholders in elect-
ing Bro. Rutherford President, endorsed what he had done,
[ would remind them, however, that Pastor Russell's votes,
which had becn left to trustees to use at such elections, and
which might have turnui the scaley were not allowed on that
occasion, and the securing of the management of the Society
byv DBro. Rutherford immediately en Pastor Russell's death—
instead of leaving it to Bro. Ritchie, whose place it was as
ce-President—made possible such rrangement of mat-
ters as would accomplish his purpose.

Under such circumstances I would again ask how it can
be reasonahly possible to claim that the Society, since Pastor
Russell's death, is“the same channel”; and it the Lord is
nsing it, and no other channel, for the promulgation of truth
in the world to-day?

C. F. MAIN,

7 GLADSTONE STREET,

L
FurLLertoN,
ANELAIDE, SUA.

gz"% f| |, “’ge
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B.S.T.S.

The Bible Students Tract Society was formed with the
chiect of continuing the work conducted by Pastor C. T. Rus-
sell up to the time of his death by his representative in'Aus-
tralia. We hope that the friends everywhere will recognize
in all our propaganda the same spirit of "love for all and
malice for pomne” The Society's Board of Management
desires only to be a help to all Christians without respect to
sect or creed and to corve the Lord's dear flock everywhere in
providing food for thought and encouragement in every good
word and work, in establishing Home Circle Bible Studies and
providing tracts for general distribution and such public min-
istries as shall scem nccessary in the ¢ndeavor to do good
unto all men as we have opportunity. Bibles, Bible Aids,
Booklets and Periodicals will be provided at such prices as
<hall, as faras possible, Bring them within the reach of all.

THE PEOFLE'S PAPER

This is a monthly journal devoted _to the interests of “the
people of God.” Its purpose i1s to.stimulate Bible Study, to
assist all to see the harmony and beauly of God's Word, and
to attain a clear knowledge of the Lord and His great plan
for the “blessing of all the families of the earth,” and to en-
courage the developmént of Christian character and zeal in
the serviee of the truth.

I+ usually contains articles and thoughts from the writings
of the late C. T. Russell, whose works are being more and
more appreciated as current events fulfil the prophecies as
explained by him, alse other interesting notes, questions, cor-
respondence, ete., @and items of interest, regarding the work
stralia and elsewhere. The subscription is 3/ a year,
Lut any of the Lord's poor not able to afford this amount are
invited to state their case that they may be arranged for.

“That the man of God may be complete, tharoughly fitted
for every good work.,” 2 Tim. 3:17 (Diaglott).

This Pamphletis sent cut in lieu of March issue of People's

Laper.

Pusuiseen By BIBELE STUDENTS TRACT SOCIETY,
15 Temple Court, Collins St., Melbourne.
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BROOKLYN CORRESPONDENT

klyn, New York
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