your sentiments, and that while you are appreciative of this
invitation, and while the people of this city may have had more
or less of a selfish feeling in connection with the invitation,
nevertheless we appreciate that all that comes to us is because
we realize that all things are from our Father, and we are
desirous of being appreciative of even the agencies He is using
in sending blessings to us.
Furthermore, we want to express to the dear ones of the local
class of Bible students our appreciation of their kindness and
their various endeavors to make this convention a success. And
so I am sure I express the sentiment of you all when I say to
those of the local class that we do appreciate very highly the
things they have done to make our little stay with them,
happifying and pleasurable, to make this convention a success,
the spiritual success which it has been. May the Lord's blessings
be with the local class, and as they have sought to give blessing
to others, may the Lord's blessing be with them.
And now, brethren, the final feature of the convention is before
us--the love feast. A love feast is accompanied with a loaf of
bread which is a picture to us that we are feasting upon
something, and so the Lord is spoken of as being the bread
which came down from heaven, and the truth is spoken of as
being that which assists us in life. And now we have been here
feasting together, and we are about to depart, and the
proposition is that those who have spoken from the platform will
arrange themselves along in front and those who desire to say
good-bye will have the privilege of so doing.

GONE HOME
Gone Home! To be forever with the Lord,
White-robed and clothed with Immortality;
Beholding face to face Jehovah God!
Gone Home! All sorrow, pain and anguish left
Behind. 'Tis finished, all the sacrifice,
And faithful unto death he hears, "Well done,
Come, enter thou into the promised joy!"
What message would "our shepherd" send to us?
To all who wait this side the parting vail?
"Be brave, be strong, weep not, have faith in God,
The fields are white to Harvest, go ye forth,
And, even as our Master said, 'Lo I
Am with you always, even to the end,'
So shall my loving presence go with you,
Until ye, too, shall hear His sweet 'Well done.'
So shall there be one shepherd and one flock,
And all rejoice together with the Lord."
Nov. 21, 1916.

GERTRUDE W. SEIBERT.
(This poem was written two hours after notice of
Brother Russell's death.)
====================
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PASTOR RUSSELL PASSES THROUGH
THE GATES OF GLORY TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 31, 1916
==========

PASTOR RUSSELL BEYOND THE VEIL
We were startled early Tuesday morning by being shown a
newspaper reporting the death of Pastor Russell the day before.
Later we received a telegram from Bro. Sturgeon to arrange for
the transfer of the body from one station in Chicago to another.
This was enough to prove conclusively that the early newspaper
report was correct.
We at once made the necessary arrangements for the transfer of
the body and also decided to accompany the remains to New
York, and also to be with our dear Bro. Sturgeon on the balance
of his sad journey. The strain upon him had been a hard one, and
we were glad to be with him.
Having followed Pastor Russell in life, in the sense that we have
alwys recognized him as the chosen leader by our Lord, and in
the sense of following him, even as he followed Christ, we were
glad to follow him in death through the various funeral services,
and finally to the tomb, the last resting place of his mortal
remains.
It is our determination, by the Lord's grace, to still follow him in
glory, for we realize that he has now attained that for which he
was apprehended, having received the glory, honor and
immortality of the divine nature, and to which we too may
attain, if faithful unto death.
We would be pleased to include the proceedings in this report of
the funerals, etc., but as the Dec. 1st issue of the Watch Tower
will give all this information in detail, we do not feel it
necessary to repeat it here.
However, on Sunday night, Nov. 12th, the Chicago Class held a
Memorial Service, at which it was my privilege to speak, and as
many have requested a copy of it, I include it in this 1916
Report as the tribute of respect from the Chicago Church to the
memory of Pastor Russell.
==========

Synopsis of Remarks of Bro. MacMillan
at the New York City Temple,
Sunday Morning, Nov. 5, 1916
DEAR friends, I feel quite sure that I am speaking for the dear
ones gathered here when I say that the English language
contains no words to express our feelings at the present time.
Our minds have been perplexed. We have been happy; we have
been sad; We have been solemn; we have been glad. We realize
that the dearest friend that we have had on earth has been taken
away from us, and our dear Heavenly Father who doeth all
things well, took him at the proper time. And still we wonder
whether his work has been finished on earth or not. We wonder
as to who will carry on the unfinished work; how will it be done;
will the Bethel and the Tabernacle continue as in the past?
I am very glad, dear friends, to be able to make a few
explanations at this time to perhaps relieve your minds and
comfort your hearts. We know that all this work has been
directed of the Lord. When the due time came to accomplish a
certain work in the end of this age, as our dear Redeemer
informed us, a servant would be raised up and would be put over
that work. We have no doubt concerning who that servant was
and concerning the work that was done under his direction. We
have no doubt as to who is acting at the present time as
President of these United States, because we know who is
presiding over the Union. In the same sense we could have no
doubt as to whom the Lord has selected to be His servant to
direct His work in this harvest time, for the dear one who did it
so wonderfully well has been known to us all and loved dearly
by every one of us.
To convince you that he was aware that the end was quite near, I
will say that some months ago, after the Newport convention,
our dear brother was very ill, but loyal and courageous as
always he would not admit it. But his poor weak body would not
respond to his determined mind. He had remained in his study
for three days. On the fourth day he called me up, and came up
out of his study and asked me a very strange question. He said,
"Brother, are you as deeply interested in the truth as you were in
the past?" I looked in astonishment. He said, "Brother, I am
asking you a leading question." He proceeded to talk about the
work. He went into the various details of it. He was talking in
particular about the smiting of the Jordan, which was so
prominent a thought in his mind and so thoroughly possessed his
very being. And he outlined the work in a general way and in
conclusion asked me if I would like to come to the Bethel and be
closely associated with the work there. The matter so
overwhelmed me that I felt very timid about the reply. He said,
"Go ask the Lord and give me your reply." And in process of
time, through striking circumstances, I was led to believe it was
the best thing to come to the Bethel.

He told me he was convinced his strength was ebbing away. He
was so thoroughly weakened as a result of that spell after the
Newport convention. He said, "Nevertheless, I have the work all
organized and want it to go on, and I know it will." And a
strange thing occurred--at least strange to my mind, when he
was leaving on his last trip. We had a conversation the night
before concerning various interests of the work. He asked me if
I had any suggestions to make to improve the service at the
Tabernacle and Bethel. He said he had not given the matter as
close attention in the past year as in former years. And now, he
says, surely a great work was about to be done. And I suggested
what I thought would be a help.
On the morning he left he made a few brief remarks at the table,
saying he would be away for a time and if nothing fails would
get back to speak in the Temple, Sunday evening, November 5.
He arose from the table and dismissed the friends with no
further explanation. Immediately I said to him, "Brother Russell,
didn't you forget something?" "No, brother, I have that all
fixed." He passed me a bundle of letters, copies of letters,
written to various brethren who were the heads of the various
departments. As I read them over I was amazed at the wisdom
that was displayed in the arrangement of the home and office.
He invited me to accompany him to the depot in the taxi he rode
over in. I told him what I thought about it. He said, "Brother,
nobody can do anything without organization. We have one
now, and the work should go on better than ever before."
So, dear friends, the one the Lord has placed over the work has
gone, but he is still busy and not idle, for the Lord says that the
works of those who die in the Lord follow with them. We are to
continue the work he so wonderfully carried on. The only
change will be this: instead of taking matters to our dear Brother
Russell now to straighten out various details as in the past, we
will now have to go to the Lord with our sorrows and troubles
and perplexities. The arrangements concerning the Watch Tower
will be announced
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later. Sufficient matter has been prepared by our dear Brother
Russell to keep the Tower running for a number of years. So we
see, dear friends, how the Lord foresaw this and made every
necessary arrangement. All that remains to be done now is to
have the friends continue to co-operate with the arrangements
left by our dear brother and that have been overruled by our
"Daniel."
I am sure from now on things will be rather strange. But, dear
friends, you and I are confronted with a serious proposition. You
must accept one of two things: either that it was a mistake--that
we cannot accept--or that our beloved Pastor's work on earth has
ended and that we as members of the Body of Christ have been

borne by him until he was taken up higher and the work
remaining to be done must be done by those instructed and
helped by our dear brother. That very statement was made by
him before he died: "Others will smite the Jordan and others will
carry on the work."
Dear friends, I feel sure if there ever was a time to renew our
determination it is at this very moment. Our Leader is not taken.
Our earthly leader is gone. We will not lay down now. This is no
time for that. This is the time for fortitude and courage and
determination, to go on and complete the work, because we
realize it is the Lord's work, and thus we will respect the wishes
and memory of our dearly beloved Pastor.
We should not be surprised as we contemplate the situation now.
The Lord tells us through the prophet (Zech. 13:7), "Awake O
sword against my shepherd, and against the man that is my
fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts; smite the shepherd and the sheep
shall be scattered, and I will turn mine hand upon the little
ones." You remember our dear Redeemer quoted that (Matt.
26:31), saying, "Ye shall all be offended because of me this
night, for it is written, I will smite the shepherd and the sheep of
the flock shall be scattered abroad." Oh, how perplexed and
disheartened and sad the poor disciples were when the Shepherd
was smitten! Why were they perplexed, sad and disheartened?
Because the Lord said they would be scattered. And now, dear
friends, the man that was his fellow (fellow-servant) has been
taken away by the Lord. Are we to be scattered? No. Because
the hand of Jehovah is to rest over the little ones at this time.
There is no doubt, I am sure, in our hearts concerning the
glorious consummation of the work so nobly begun and carried
on on time.
====================
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(Clipping from Pittsburgh Sunday, Nov. 6, 1916)

PASTOR RUSSELL HONORED
AT BIER BY FOLLOWERSHundreds Attend Service for Prominent Bible Exponent in
Northside Carnegie Hall--Many from other cities.
Followers of C.T. Russell, internationally known as "Pastor"
Russell, gathered in the Northside Carnegie hall today, for
funeral services of the celebrated Bible student. The assembly in
the music hall was one of the greatest demonstrations seen here
at the bier of a public character.
The body of the writer and lecturer, whose followers throughout
the world are said to number 200,000, lay in state from 11 to 1

o'clock, the arrangements having been carried out by the
Pittsburgh branch of the International Bible Students'
Association. At 2 o'clock the services began. The hall was
packed to capacity.
Representatives of "Pastor" Russell's congregations from all
parts of the United States were present at the services. A large
number arrived here this morning from New York, forming an
escort following the services held yesterday in the New York
City Temple.
The body of the founder of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society and its offshoot, the International Bible Students'
Association, lay on a flower-banked bier in the hall while
hundreds of friends and admirers passed in line. The huge organ
was half-concealed by ferns, palms and floral tributes. Many
floral remembrances came from towns within a radius of 100
miles from Pittsburgh. With these were
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assembled many of the pieces that were used at the services in
New York yesterday.
"Blessed Be the Tie That Binds" opened the services. Charles A.
Saunders of the Pittsburgh congregation led in prayer. R.H.
Bricker of the Pittsburgh congregation read from the Scriptures,
and "Sun of My Soul" followed. Dr. W.E. Spill, assistant pastor
of the Pittsburgh congregation, spoke. He was followed by
Pastor Monta Sturgeon, pastor of the New York congregation, of
the International Bible Students' Association.

SERVICES IMPRESSIVE.
Charles H. Stewart offered prayer, and a closing hymn, "Abide,
Sweet Spirit," was sung.
The pallbearers were selected from the elders and deacons of the
Pittsburgh congregation. They included R. H. Bricker, Samuel
McComb, E. F. Williams, W. H. Moore, Charles A. Saunders
and Joseph Clarkson.
Honorary pallbearers were: Dr. W. E. Spill, J. V. Causer,
Thomas Good, George Wazenegger, James Hottenbaugh,
Charles H. Stewart, Edward Mauer, George A. Bohnet, E. M.
Whan, E. W. Kelb and W. E. Coates, all of whom are elders of
the Pittsburgh congregation of the International Bible Students'
Association.
Following the services the funeral cortege, 60 automobiles and
two special street cars, carried the friends of the late pastor to
the United Cemeteries, West View.
In the New York delegation were Pastor P. S. L. Johnson, Pastor
J. G. Kuehne, Pastor A. Bauerlein, Pastor I. F. Hoskins, Pastor
A. E. Pearson, Pastor A. H. Macmillan, Pastor William Hersu of

Ontario, Can., and Pastor Sturgeon. Other representatives
included E. V. Kuehne, of Detroit, Dr. W. L. Jones, of Chicago
and Horace Blinn, of Cincinnati.
Dr. Spill was in charge of arrangements with Pastor Sturgeon, of
New York, who was with Pastor Russell when he died last
Tuesday on his way from the west. Dr. Spill was assisted by R.
H. Bricker and Samuel McComb.

LONG ACTIVE IN RELIGION.
Pastor Russell, a Pittsburgher, came into prominence in 1881
when the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society was
incorporated. For several years before that time he had become
known for his addresses and interpretations of the Scriptures. He
removed the headquarters of his organization from here to
Brooklyn in 1909, and congregations sprung up all over the
country under the stimulus of his lectures and widespread
publicity.
In Pittsburgh The International Bible Students' Association was
incorporated with Pastor Russell at the head for promulgating
Bible study and Bible truth. This association branched out until
congregations have been organized all over the country.
Among the tributes to the memory of Pastor Russell was the
following from D. Herradora, a Spaniard in the Pittsburgh
congregation:
"The International Bible Students' Association from the four
quarters of the globe, while missing his Christian fellowship and
presence, rejoice nevertheless for his meeting with the Lord. He
was exalted as the prophetically and divinely appointed teacher
of the truth. He leaves his followers to continue faithfully the
Christian gleanings of the harvest work."
====================
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Memorial Services
Metropolitan Auditorium, Chicago, Nov. 12, 1916, in
Memory of Pastor Russell, by Dr. L. W. Jones.
FRIENDS: We have met here this evening to pay a tribute of
respect to the memory of a great man; a man who was loyal to
God even unto death, who laid down his life in the service of his
fellowmen: THE GREATEST MAN THAT HAS WALKED
THE FACE OF THIS EARTH SINCE THE DAYS OF THE
APOSTLE PAUL.
I refer to none other than the late Pastor Russell, who finished
his earthly pilgrimage on Tuesday, October 31, and whose
earthly remains were laid to rest in the United Cemeteries at
Pittsburgh, Pa., Monday, November 6th.
A strong statement, you are making, says someone, when you
say that he was the greatest man that has walked the face of this
earth since the days of the Apostle Paul.
Yes, it is a strong statement, but none too strong, and it is borne
out by thousands who knew him best.
Pastor Russell had his enemies, as have all great men, and as did
our Lord Jesus, the Apostle Paul and all who uncover error and
proclaim the Truth. This, too, is born out by the Scripture which
says, "If any man will live godly in Christ Jesus, he shall suffer
persecution." Nevertheless, we have the further consoling
testimony from the Bible, that, "If we suffer with him, we shall
reign with him."
Those who read carefully after Pastor Russell and get the benefit
of the pure atmosphere into which he leads them, need not be
told that the many vile printed and pulpit attacks are wholly
false and merely the desperate efforts of opponents whose
nefarious schemes to keep the people in ignorance on the truth
on all subjects Pastor Russell so fearlessly and thoroughly
exposed.
It is for this reason that millions of newspaper readers enjoyed
Pastor Russell's pen products and are not being influenced by
any of the so-called news reports with scare-headlines, some of
which, if even partially true, would have sent Pastor Russell to
prison long ago; but the fact is that not a soul on earth has the
slightest cause for grievance against Pastor Russell, except that
he has been telling the common people truths the clergy wished
them not to know.
Already clergymen and some others are predicting that the
propaganda in which Pastor Russell was so interested, now that
he is dead, would come to naught.
We wish to say right here that the message that Pastor Russell
proclaimed was not his message, but the message of the Lord,

and it will never die, but as Jehovah God himself says in His
word, "My word which proceedeth out of my mouth shall not
return unto me void, but accomplish that which I please and
prosper in the thing where unto I sent it."
No, the great message of Pastor Russell, that of the imminence
of the setting up of Messiah's Kingdom, will not fail, but will go
on to a glorious consummation.
Pastor Russell breathed his last at 2:30 P.M., Tuesday afternoon,
October 31st, 1916, in the state of Texas in drawing-room "A"
of sleeping car "Roseisle," of a Santa Fe train, while enroute on
his return trip from Los Angeles, California, to Brooklyn, N.Y.,
where he was to have preached in the New York Temple Sunday
night, November 5th.
This last trip of the Pastor's began about two weeks prior to his
death. As usual he had various appointments along the route of
travel, in answer to various invitations to speak at Bible
Students' gatherings.
After leaving Brooklyn on this last trip, his first meeting was at
Lansing, Mich. From there he departed for Springfield, Ill., but
on account of a freight train wreck was delayed, and missing
that appointment proceeded to Dallas, Texas, where he spoke
several times before a convention there in session. From thence
he went to Galveston, Texas, speaking in the morning and
afternoon, and then to Houston, Texas, where he again spoke
that same day for over two hours more.
These two days seemed to be too strenuous for him, for, upon
arriving at San Antonio the next day, he was obliged to remain
in his bed all day, delegating someone else to fill both his
forenoon and afternoon appointments.
When evening came, he felt that he must deliver his address to
the public, who were assembled in large numbers in the most
beautiful theater in San Antonio.
Pastor Russell evidently realized his weakness, because he
requested Brother Sturgeon, his secretary and traveling
companion, to remain near and to take up the thread of his talk
where he dropped it.
This was found to be necessary three times, and as Pastor
Russell was obliged to cease speaking for a time Brother
Sturgeon would take up the line of argument, which was upon
the theme of "The World on Fire," and carry it along until Pastor
Russell could resume.
Thus, during the evening, Pastor Russell spoke four times and
Brother Sturgeon three times, seven in all, making indeed a
complete lecture.
The large audience remained until the conclusion, realizing that
something unusual was taking place.

Such proved to be the case, as it was the last public discourse
ever delivered by Pastor Russell.
The next day, sick as he was, they continued their journey, but
Pastor Russell remained in his berth in the sleeping car, eating
nothing for several days, until they reached California. There he
arose from his bed at Los Angeles and was taken in an auto by
friends to a hotel, but was unable to serve them until late in the
day. That afternoon, Sunday, October 29, he endeavored to
stand and speak to them, but was too weak and was obliged to
sit while giving to that class the last words of admonition to fall
from his lips.
He closed that memorable service by announcing and reading
the first verse of that beautiful hymn:
Abide, sweet Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With light and comfort from above;
Be thou our guardian, thou our guide
O'er every thought and step preside.
They then began their return trip to Brooklyn, but with the
thought of stopping if possible at several cities to fill
appointments.
Such privilege, however, was denied him, because he continued
to weaken, to which was added considerable suffering, until one
o'clock Tuesday, when the great fight was over and he rested
quietly for about an hour and a half, breathing his last at 2:30
P.M.
His body was taken to Brooklyn, passing through Kansas City
and Chicago, at both places being viewed by many into whose
lives he had been the instrument of God's hands to bring great
blessings.
On Sunday, November 5th, Memorial Services were held
afternoon and evening in the New York Temple, the evening
discourse being delivered by Brother J. F. Rutherford, who had
been Pastor Russell's legal counsel for several years, and not
only his legal counsel, but a loving friend and Christian brother.
Grand indeed was the tribute Brother Rutherford paid to Pastor
Russell, and in addition to his own remarks, he read the very
sermon which Pastor Russell had penned and which he had
intended to preach there in New York Temple that very night.
That night the body was taken to Pittsburgh, and on Monday the
6th further services were held by the Pittsburgh Class of Bible
Students, in the Carnegie Music Hall. The body lay there in state
from 11 o'clock until 2 during which time thousands of people
passed by the bier of the one whose earthly career had begun in
that very city, who had grown up in their midst and was known
and respected by so many.

Burial took place that afternoon at dusk in a grave on the sloping
hillside in the beautiful United Cemeteries.
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WHY A GREAT MAN?
Some may still wonder why we remarked in the beginning that
Pastor Russell was the greatest man that has walked the face of
this earth since the days of the Apostle Paul.
I therefore wish to review some features of his life that, in the
days to come, when the real truth is known, you, too, will
appreciate the fact that a great prophet has been in our midst,
despised, indeed, and rejected by some men, especially those
who ought to be proclaiming the glorious message of the
coming Kingdom of Messiah, but "who instead, preach the
doctrines of men instead of the commandments of God."
Let us review his life and work:
Pastor Russell at his death was 64 years of age, having been
born in 1852 in the city of Allegheny, Pittsburgh, Pa.
From early infancy his character lines indicated strong
determination, which suggests the explanation of his subsequent
independent evangelistic work.
Up to the age of fifteen he believed, as gospel truth, all, and only
such doctrines as his Presbyterian parents and sectarian
ministers had taught him. He asked many questions, but to learn
to understand doctrines 50 years ago was very difficult, as the
Bible students and various clergymen to whom he appeared
discouraged individual Bible research, and the asking of
questions on doctrines was then considered equivalent to
doubting, and "to doubt was to be damned."
Being unable to answer questions of an infidel friend,
concerning hell and eternal torment, or to get satisfactory Bible
answers from his minister and other spiritual advisers, he
became an admitted skeptic; and, like others, thinking that the
Bible taught the doctrines of the creeds, he threw away his Bible
when he threw away the creeds.
Next he spent several years in the investigation of Oriental
religions, for he was still "feeling after God, if haply he might
find him." But all he found was unsatisfactory and left an empty
void.
At the age of twenty-one he was possessed with much
knowledge and voluminous data on the religions of the world.
In the meantime he had worked himself into a large business in
connection with his father, and now the time came for him to
decide whether he would devote all his energies to business, or
to search further for the true God and serve him.

Dropping all creeds, he came back to the Bible, and with a mind
unbiased and unprejudiced he began anew to study it.
The great and all absorbing question which had been perplexing
him all his life was that of "hell-fire and eternal torment." This
he could never accept, and now the Lord opened his eyes to
what the Bible taught on the subject, whereas he had been
believing what the creeds taught and which was unsupported by
either the Bible or reason.
He found that the Bible teaches that the penalty or wages of sin
was not eternal torment, but death, DEATH, that "the soul that
sinneth, it shall die," that "the dead know not anything," but are
in the sleep of death until awakened in the resurrection morning
at the second coming and presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, who will then give all full, fair opportunity to attain unto
eternal life through the establishment of Messiah's Kingdom.
At once Pastor Russell's heart was filled with love to God and
his Son Jesus, and from that time until his death he has been
proclaiming by pen and by word of mouth the blessings that are
to come from Messiah's Kingdom, and at the same time
declaring with might and main-"If the Bible does teach that Eternal Torture is the fate of all
except the Saints, it should be preached, yea, thundered, weekly,
daily, hourly. If it does not so teach, the fact should be made
known and the foul stain dishonoring God's holy name
removed."--Pastor Russell.

WHY PASTOR RUSSELL REMAINED
INDEPENDENT.
To gladden the hearts of others was his new ambition, and the
question then was, "What should he do, and how should he do
it?" Determining, if possible, to reach every truth seeker,
whether Catholic, Protestant, Jew or Free-thinker, he found it
necessary to stand free from all sectarian bonds and to
inaugurate an independent work. His first work was the
preparation and free distribution of over
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one million copies of a booklet, "Food for Thinking Christians."
Forty years as a pulpit and private teacher on Bible topics have
served to prove that he could best reach and teach the public
from an unsectarian standpoint, therefore he remained
independent until his death.

INVITATIONS TO LECTURE.
In a remarkably short time, as a result of the publication of the
booklet, "Food for Thinking Christians," appeals began to be
received from Bible students from far and near, calling upon Mr.

Russell to defend his position by either lectures or debates. This
he did to a remarkable degree, including a long series of
sermons in Pittsburgh, Pa., eventuating in Mr. Russell accepting
the pastorate of an "Independent" congregation of six hundred,
meeting regularly in Carnegie Hall.
Later he moved to Brooklyn, N.Y., where he had still greater
opportunity of spreading the Message of Messiah's Kingdom.
As years passed by, invitations to deliver undenominational
Bible Lectures increased. Large halls in the foremost cities of
Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, Germany and America were
tendered, with seats free to the public.
As many as possible of these invitations were accepted by
Pastor Russell, thus annually enabling hundreds of thousands of
Christians, in and out of all denominations, and skeptics, Jews
and Gentiles, believers and unbelievers, to assemble together in
a neutral place to hear free of cost the discussion of Bible topics
by an "Independent." In harmony with this principle, Pastor
Russell accepted no fee for speaking, and accepted no invitation
to speak where an admission fee was to be charged, or where a
collection was to be taken.
The acceptance of these invitations necessitated the making of
extended tours, both in this country and abroad, whereby special
train parties of Bible students attended from twenty to thirty
Bible Students' Conventions on one tour.
Many of his tours in foreign lands covered months at a time, and
in all it is estimated that he traveled over a million miles, and
that he spoke at least three or four times as many hours as any
person that has lived during the Gospel Dispensation. Such is
only a part of the record of that wonderful man.

THE DIVINE PLAN AS SEEN BY
PASTOR RUSSELL.
THE HEREAFTER IN A NUT SHELL.
PROFITING BY PAST ERRORS.
"While Catholics are to some extent returning to the Bible and
the previous Pope has directed that their people be encouraged
in Bible study, Protestants are drifting rapidly into infidelity
under the modern designations Higher Criticism and Evolution.
Our fathers during the dark ages got away from the Bible by
supposing an 'Apostolic Succession.' Gradually the creeds got
the Bible's place under the supposition that they agreed. Now
having outgrown those creeds in rejecting them many are
rejecting the Bible also. This is a mistake! The Bible is the most
wonderful book in the world when allowed to interpret itself. It

furnishes the only rallying ground for human brotherhood and
Christian brotherhood. The world otherwise is facing anarchy. A
lost religion will soon mean a lost God, and a lost future hope,
and a selfish strive for the present life only.

MAN'S FALL FROM PERFECTION.
"Let us not mourn our errors of the past unduly, but at once,
now, get right with God and His Book. Its presentation is logical
from Genesis to Revelation. It tells of the perfection of our first
parents, of the test of their loyalty, of their failure and its
penalty, death--not eternal torture. It tells that all of present
imperfection, mental, moral and physical are incidental to the
death penalty. Twenty billion have been born dying and soon
toppled over into the tomb.

GOD'S MERCY MAN'S ONLY HOPE.
"God's mercy cannot allow sinners to live in happiness to injure
themselves and others and to mar creation, nor could it permit
sinners to live in torture to blaspheme the Holy Name. But one
thing could be done under the plan arranged. Man could be
redeemed by a Savior dying, 'The just for the unjust' to square
the demands of Justice against the race through one man's
disobedience. God purposed this remedy for all the race, 'before
the foundation of the world.' 'In due time Christ died for the
ungodly'--'He tasted death (not eternal torment) for every man.'

SETTING FREE THE PRISONERS.
"The Bible alone teaches that men die when they seem to die,
yet it calls this a 'sleep,' because there is to be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust.' The prophets and
apostles all 'fell asleep' as well as all others of Adam's race.
They are sleeping in a great prison-house unconscious until the
prison tomb shall be opened and they shall be called forth. This
was shown by many scriptures.

THE DELIVERER--THE RANSOMER.
"It was not sufficient that Jesus came and died for man's sin.
Satisfaction of Justice is preliminary to their recovery from the
prison and from the hereditary weaknesses which led them to
the prison-house, the tomb. Hence the Redeemer is to be also the
Restorer and Lifegiver. The time for that deliverance or
'restitution' is still future, but near. It will begin at Jesus' second
advent, says St. Peter. Acts 3:19-21.

MESSIAH'S KINGDOM THEORY EXPLODED.
So say some good people, but they err. It was Jesus himself that
told of his future reign of a thousand years when his Bride-

Church, the 'elect' will be associated with him in his Kingdom
and work; and when Satan shall be bound-- Rev. 20:1-5.
"The loss of this hope by our forefathers led up to all the
grievous errors from which we are now seeking to escape. Do
we not still pray, 'Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
even as it is done in heaven?" The coming Messiah's Kingdom
is the key to the world's blessing by restitution --back to human
perfection in a world-wide Eden.

"HIGH-CALLING" OF THE "BRIDE."
"While waiting for his 'due time' to come for the blessing of
mankind, God is not idle. He made one election during the
Jewish Age from amongst that people of a saintly few, for his
future work. And during this Christian Age God has been
making another election--the Church 'the Bride the Lamb's
Wife.'
"These elections do not spell torture to the nonelect masses of
mankind, but the reverse--blessing. Through these 'elect' saints
God's favors and mercies will be poured upon Adam's race for a
thousand years--for their full uplift to all that was lost in Eden
and redeemed at Calvary.
"This does not mean that there is to be no punishment for sin.
Quite the contrary--every wrong act, word, or thought has its
degrading influence and will bring its 'stripes.' It does not mean
that some are now in torture. All are 'asleep' in sheol, hades, the
tomb, and will be blessed and reasonably dealt with by their
Redeemer. Therefore, every good endeavor now will bring
proportionate uplift of character and tell on the future favorably-even in those not of the saintly elect class."
---------Thus Pastor Russell has given us the most wonderful outline of
the Divine Plan of Salvation that has ever been put in a few
words, showing man's fall into sin, and his recovery therefrom.
In further proof of the greatness of this man, let me recount to
you some of

PASTOR RUSSELL'S WORKS
Each Item of Which Represents the Work of One Man of First
Class Ability.
1878 Object and Manner of Our Lord's Return…...50,000
1881 Food for Thinking Christians........…….....1,450,000
1881 Tabernacle Shadows............………...........1,500,000
1886 Divine Plan of the Ages.................……….4,817,000
1889 The Time Is at Hand.........………..............1,657,000
1891 Thy Kingdom Come....................…….......1,578,000
1891 The Great Pyramid..............………...........1,578,000
1897 The Day of Vengeance.........……….............464,000
1899 The Atonement......................……………....445,000
1904 The New Creation................…………..........423,000
1896 The Hell Pamphlet..................………….....3,000,000
Parousia of Our Lord..................…………..……...300,000
What Say Scriptures About Spiritism....…..……....500,000
Bible vs. Evolution.................................
1910 Die Stemme (Yiddish)................................
1914 Scenario, Photo-Drama of Creation..................
When it is remembered that very few works exceed a circulation
of thirty thousand copies, some idea of the success of Studies in
the Scriptures may be obtained from considering the above
mentioned circulation of Pastor Russell's work. Although
religious organizations and other religious writers boycotted
bookstores which attempted to handle Pastor Russell's
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works, this circulation has been attained in spite of the
opposition of religious workers, the press, and the lack of
assistance from the book stores.

STILL OTHER WORK.
•

Was a successful business man at the age of 20.

•

Prepared and preached sermons which are masterpieces.

•

Managed the Bethel Home of 125 to 175 workers.

•

Pastor of the New York Temple, London Tabernacle and
Brooklyn Tabernacle.

•

Carried on a large Bible correspondence--private letters of
one thousand a month, and managed a correspondence
department handling 400,000 letters annually.

•

Conducted a Bible question bureau reaching all parts of the
world.

•

President and Manager of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society.

•

President and Manager of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, thirteen branches.

•

President and Manager of the Peoples' Pulpit Association,
New York.

•

President and Manager of the International Bible Students'
Association, London, England.

•

Editor of Watch Tower, 45,000 (no advertising).

•

Editor Bible Students' Monthly, 50 million per year, and
directed its FREE distribution.

•

Conducted the greatest newspaper bureau (2,000 papers at
one time, with 15,000,000 readers). In all over 4,000 papers
published his sermons under contract at various times.

•

Oversaw translation of books into 19 languages.

•

Oversaw publication of Bible Students' Monthly, into 35
languages.

•

Oversaw publication of 700,000 volumes and 60 million
papers yearly.

•

Great lecture tours, spoke twice daily, 5 hours.

•

Conducted world revival amongst Jews.

•

Oversaw free Truth library for loaning to the blind.

•

Managed corps of 70 Bible lecturers.

•

Managed auxiliary Pilgrim work of 300 men.

•

Managed Class Extension work of 400 men.

•

Arranged and directed five to ten general Bible Students'
Conventions each year, and forty local conventions,
attending each one and lectured at least twice.

•

Prepared Photo-Drama of Creation and selected all pictures.

•

Managed preparation of the slides (600).

•

Wrote the Drama Scenario and published it.

•

Managed preparing of the Drama in German, Swedish,
Italian, Greek, Spanish, Finnish, Polish and Dano-Nor.

•

Managed presentation of Drama to two million people.

•

Elected Pastor of 1,200 Bible Classes and gave them
personal attention.

•

Prepared and launched the Eureka Drama.

•

Traveled one million miles.

•

Spoke three or four times as many hours as any other man.

Do you thus realize why I feel justified in stating that Pastor
Russell, without any exception whatsoever, was the greatest
man that has walked this earth since the days of the Apostle
Paul?
The beauty of all this is that he realized it was not his work, but
the Lord's, and he did it gladly, freely, without money and
without price.
The fact is that he at one time possessed a fortune of no small
amount, every cent of which has gone into the work which was
so dear to his heart.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE RESULT OF HIS WORK.
The result of all this work has been to dispel from the minds of
men and women the mists, darkness and superstitions handed
down to us from the "dark ages" as contained in the various
conflicting creeds.
Thousands of people have been brought back to the Bible,
recognizing it as the only authorized and divinely appointed
standard for the guidance of mankind, and his work has taught
these thousands to appreciate Jehovah God as their heavenly
Father, Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and all believers to
be Brethren in a sense never before appreciated.

DARKNESS HATETH THE LIGHT.
Nevertheless, "darkness hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest its deeds be made manifest," and, therefore,
notwithstanding the magnificent array of noble deeds performed
by that God-fearing and loyal man of God, he has been
slandered, maligned and vilified because of his good deeds--this
treatment has come not from the world, for "they heard him
gladly," but from the professed ministers of God who still hold
to the errors of the dark ages, eternal torment at the hands of
fire-proof demons, immortality of the soul, trinity and the Godman Christ. Rather than square their erroneous doctrines with
the Bible they prefer to slander and vilify a fellow Christian.

THE SERVANT NOT GREATER THAN HIS
MASTER.
However, this is not strange when we remember that our Lord
and Savior said, "The disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his Lord....If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his
household.
"Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall
not be revealed; and hid that shall not be known."

This man of God pressed on, "Through honor and dishonor,
through evil report and good report: as deceiver, and yet
true...giving no offense that the ministry might not be blamed."
As he said, "My life is hid with Christ in God and nothing can
by any means stop my work until it shall have accomplished the
Divine intention. Until then I am immortal as respects my life.
When, from the Divine viewpoint, my work shall have been
accomplished, the Adversary, no doubt, will have full power,
not only against my reputation, but also against my life.
"When God's time shall come, I am ready to be offered. Only if,
in God's providence, I should perish as an evil doer, let not my
friends forget that so others have perished, martyrs to their
convictions and their faithfulness to the Word of God. Of these
was St. Paul, St. Stephen, John the Baptist and our Lord
himself."
I have known Pastor Russell and I have loved Pastor Russell for
many years; I have traveled with him, slept with him, ate with
him, visited at his home and he has visited at my home, and I am
glad at this time to bear testimony to his faith in and fidelity to
God and his Word, and it is my earnest desire to do with my
might what my hands find to do in holding up the banner of love
which he unfurled and so faithfully and fearlessly carried until
he heard the summons, Well done, it is enough, come up higher,
Enter into the joys of thy Lord.

CONCLUSION.
Now in conclusion, we read in the Scriptures: "Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord, for they shall rest from their labors,
but their works do follow them."--"Being dead yet speaketh."
We are living in a wonderful day and age, and so Pastor
Russell's works will follow him in more senses than one, and we
are privileged to have with us, through the instrumentality of the
camera and phonograph, a reproduction of both the likeness and
action of Pastor Russell, and also his own voice.
We will therefore at this time show you in moving pictures and
with the use of the phonograph Pastor Russell delivering his
introductory remarks to the great Photo Drama of Creation,
which is showing in this Auditorium every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights.

SLIDE SHOWING VOL. I.
1886--1. Vol. I--"The Plan of the Ages." Gives an outline of the
great divine plan as revealed in the Bible, relating to man's
redemption and restitution. 4,817,000 circulation.

SLIDE SHOWING VOL. II.
1889--2. Vol. 2--"The Time is at Hand." Treats of the time and
manner of our Lord's second coming, considering the Bible
testimony on this subject. 1,657,000 circulation.

SLIDE SHOWING VOL. III.
1891--3. Vol. 3--"Thy Kingdom Come." Considers those
prophecies which mark the events connected with the "Time of
the end," the glorification of the church and the establishment of
the Millennial Kingdom. 1,578,000 circulation.
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SLIDE SHOWING VOL. IV.
1897--4. Vol. 4--"The Battle of Armageddon." Shows that the
dissolution of the present order of things is in progress, and that
all the panaceas offered are valueless to avert the predicted end.
It marks in these events the fulfillment of prophecy, noting
especially our Lord's great prophecy in Matt. 24 and Zech. 14:19. 464,000 circulation.

SLIDE SHOWING VOL. V.
1899--5. Vol. 5--"The At-one-ment between God and Man."
Treats that all important subjects, the RANSOM the hub around
which all the features of the divine grace revolve. Its topic
deserves the most careful and prayerful consideration on the part
of all true Christians. 445,000 circulation.

SLIDE SHOWING VOL. VI.
1904--6. Vol. 6--"The New Creation." Deals with the creative
week, Gen. ch. 1 and 2, and with the Church, God's "New
Creation." It examines the personnel, obligations and hopes of
the "called and chosen and faithful," Rev. 17:14. 423,000
circulation.

SLIDE SHOWING ALL SIX VOLS.
4,817,000 Vol. I
1,657,000 Vol. II
All Six 1,578,000
Vol. III 464,000
Vol. IV 445,000
Vol. V 423,000
Vol. VI-------Total 9,384,000 circulation
Then followed the moving picture showing Pastor Russell as he
introduces the Photo Drama of Creation, accompanied by the
phonographic reproduction of his own voice.

The service then closed by a double quartet singing the
following hymn, which was also sung at the grave of Pastor
Russell:
How vain is all beneath the skies!
How transient every earthly bliss!
How slender all the fondest ties
That bind us to a world like this!
The evening cloud, the morning dew,
The withering grass, the fading flower,
Of earthly hopes are emblems true,
The glory of a passing hour.
But though earth's fairest blossoms die,
And all beneath the skies is vain,
There is a brighter Age now nigh,
Beyond the reach of care and pain.
Then let the hope of joys to come
Dispel our cares, and chase our fears;
Since God is ours, we're traveling Home,
Though passing through a vale of tears.
====================

